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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, 


London, E.C. 
The registered telegraphic address of the Branch is 


* Advantage, London.” 
A statement of the objects and work of the Commercial 


Intelligence Branch will be found on p. 148. 


Attention is directed to the Sample Room, where 
the following samples are at present on view, among 
other exhibits :— 





Reference in 


“ Board of Trade Journal.” 
Samples. 





Date. | Page. 





Leather, coffee and asphalt from the North- 
Western District of Argentina 18th Jan., 1906} 133 
Pyrophyllite and Shale from N ewfoundland | 11th J an., 1906| 81 
Jams sold in Spain, apparently as “ British” | 21st Dec., 1905 | 542 
Woollen hosiery sold in ee Tientsin | 14th Dec., 1905 | 509 
tition with British in "1 Shanghn Sth Oct., 1905} 10 
Brazilian hemp... 7th Sept., 1905 | 468 
Iron ore from various places alluded to in 
“Tron Ore Depositsin Foreign Countries ” 
issued by the Board of Trade ... ... | loth June, 1905 | 521 











The following Special Trade Enquiry Offices are also 


at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C.:— 
India. Queensland. 


Dominion of Canada. Cape of Good Hope. 
Statements of the objects and work of the Special 
Trade Enquiry Offices will be found on p. 144. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA: 
The Directors of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company 
are prepared to receive tenders for the supply 
Railway Stores. of the following stores, namely :—Creosoted 
timber sleepers; bench vices; sheet lead; 
locomotive brass tubes ; wood handles ; zinc sheets, &c. ; plumbago 
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BRITISH INDIA—continued. 


crucibles; brass and iron screws and split pins; galvanised 
wrought-iron water tubes. 

Specifications and forms of tender may be obtained at the 
Company’s Offices, 48, Copthall Avenue, E.C.,.on payment of the 
fee for the specification, which payment will not be returned. 
Tenders must be delivered in sealed envelopes, addressed to the 
Secretary, marked ‘Tender for Creosoted Timber Sleepers,” or, 
as the case may be, not later than 11 a.m. on Thursday, the 
25th January. The Directors do not bind themselves to accept 


the lowest or any tender. 


The Board of Directors of the Southern Mahratta Railway Com- 
pany, Limited, are prepared to receive tenders 

Deck Bridges. for deck bridges as per specification and 
drawings which may be seen at the offices of the 

Company, 46, Queen Anne’s Gate, 8.W. The charge for each 
specification is one guinea, which will not be returned. Tenders, 
marked “Tender for Deck Bridges,’ must be sent in addressed 
to the Secretary, not later than noon on Tuesday, the 30th 
January. The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the 


lowest or any tender. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) states that there isa large 

demand for glass beads in Calcutta: this has 

Glass Beads. hitherto been met mainly from Italy. <A 

certain number of Italian and Austrian im- 

porters appear lately to have been somewhat neglecting this 

market, complaints are being made that they do not sufficiently 

study the taste of their clients. This would therefore appear an 

opportune moment, remarks the “ Bulletin,” for an attempt to 
secure this market. 


According to the ‘ Bulletin Commercial,” the value of the annual 
imports of bottles into Calcutta amounts to about 

Bottles. 250,000 rupees (about 16,060/.). The imports 
consist chiefly of medicine bottles, which are sent 

in large quantities: these must be flat-shaped, and transparent or 
semi-transparent. There is also a fairly large demand for round 
wine bottles, of the capacity of a quart; these are used for retail- 
ing spirits of wine, disinfectants, &c. Articles known in the trade 
as confectionery bottles are also in demand; these are imported 
by retailers of pastilles, &c., who buy their wares in cases of 1 cwt. 
and bottle them for retailing. Medicine bottles are mainly im- 
ported from Germany; the other kinds of bottles from the United 
Kingdom. 
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CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
trade received at the Canadian Government 
Offices, 17, Victoria Street, S.W., whence further 
information regarding them may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries. —A firm of egg and butter importers in Wales 
have asked to be furnished with the names of reliable Canadian 
shippers of eggs. 

A Yorkshire firm of importers dealing in poultry ask to be 
referred to shippers in Canada with whom they can establish 
business relations. 

A London firm dealing in metals ask to be placed in connection 
with mining companies and others in Canada shipping antimony 
ore. 

Canadian Enquiries—A request has been received from Nova 
Scotia for catalogues of English makers of gasolene engines, 
marine, small sizes. 

A Canadian firm of importers have asked for names of English 
exporters of Stilton cheese, together with prices, terms, &Xc. 

A Canadian firm in touch with the confectionery and drug 
trades, ask to be placed in communication with British houses 
desirous of doing business in the Dominion. 

An agent in Montreal, offering good references, is seeking the 
representation in Canada of railway supplies houses who may be 
requiring such services as he can offer. 

Foreign Enquiries —A Swiss firm point out that there is a good 
market for fat young oxen from Canada, and have requested to be 
placed in touch with first-class live-stock exporters in the 
Dominion. 


Enquiries relating 
to Canadian Trade. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 


application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, S.W. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basing- 
hall Street, E.C., whence further information 
regarding them may be-obtained :— 

Home Enquiries—A Belfast firm invite correspondence from 
Canadian manufacturers of doors. 

Enquiry has been received as to the possibility of obtaining 
supplies of pitch blende from Canada. 

A Yorkshire firm manufacturing oil engines wish to get into 
communication with Canadian dealers prepared to do business in 
same. 

A firm manufacturing cotton wool for medical and surgical 
purposes are prepared to appoint suitable Canadian resident agent. 


Enquiries relating 
to Canadian Trade, 
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Canadian Enquiry—A ‘Toronto importing firm desire samples 
and quotations of cotton waste, and would be pleased to hear from 
United Kingdom manufacturers interested. 


Note.—FTor further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH, 


The “ Commonwealth of Australia Gazette” of 25th November 
Telephone Wall *2nounces that tenders will be received at the 
Sets office of the Deputy Postmaster-General, 
Brisbane, up till noon on Monday, 19th Feb- 
ruary, for the supply, at the Departmental Stores, Brisbane, of 
fifty Telephone Wall Sets. 
Specifications and forms of tender may be obtained at the 
General Post Offices, Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, and Adelaide. 





EGYPT: 


A recent report by the German Consul in Alexandria comments.on 
the increasing demand for starch in Egypt. Ex- 

Starch. cepting for the limited output of a wheat-starch 
factory in Cairo, supplies are entirely dependent 

on importations, and these have doubled during the last five years. 

The trade is chiefly in wheat and maize-starch, and only to a 
limited extent in rice-starch. The former are used largely in the 
manufacture of Oriental confectionery—namely, the so-called 
Rahat-Lakoum, which is the most prized of Grecian, Syrian and 
Arabian sweetmeats. ‘This starch is only required in the larger 
lumps, and should have a blueish colour. 

The principal exporting countries are France, Belgium, Austria- 
Hungary, the United Kingdom and Germany. From Syria, also, 
a certain amount is imported, but the pieces are too small and the 
colour is yellow. 

As regards payment, the custom of the trade is cash 80 days 
after receipt of goods, with 2 to 3 per cent. discount. 





NORWAY. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 
ete received from the Acting British Consul-General 
stehastate at Christiania (Mr. E. F. Gray), a notification 
to the effect that tenders are invited for the 
supply of fencing materials to the Norwegian State Railways. 
The goods required are as follows :— 

186,400 kilos. of strand (wire No. 15) galvanised fence wire 

No. 5 (B.W.G.); sample with tender. 
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NORWAY—conrtinued. 


80,950 rolled U-shaped iron posts (as per drawing) of different 
lengths. 

77,800 rolled T-shaped iron posts (as per drawing). 

108,000 metres long galvanised fence netting (as per draw- 
ings) of different heights. 

150 rolled (J-shaped iron posts (as per drawing). 

Tenders from British firms should be lodged in Christiania by 
their properly accredited agents not later than 3 p.m. on the 2nd 
February, 1906. A copy of the conditions of tender (which also 
states the places of delivery, and the amount of goods to be deli- 
vered at each place, &c.), together with a set of drawings, may be 
seen on application at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

Note.—Apart from the usual Customs duties, a preference of 
from 10 to 15 per cent. is given to Norwegian manufacturers. 

In all cases of Norwegian Government contracts, it is obligatory 
that a resident agent should act for tenderers not residing in 
Norway, and be responsible to the Government, but it is not 
necessary for the agent to be a Norwegian firm. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 
further been notified by the British Vice-Consul 
Railway Material. at ‘'rondhjem that tenders are invited for the 
supply of the following material :— 
Alternative 1— 
979 tons (4,790) steel rails of varying lengths. 
52 ,, fishplates. 
45 ,, dogs (as per sketch). 
61,600 underlayer plates. 
Alternatwe 2— 
1,268 tons (6,200) steel rails of varying lengths. 
67 ,,  fishplates. 
46 ,, dogs (as per sketch). 
84,000 underlayer plates. 
The material is to be delivered c.i.f. Thamshavn pr. Trondhjem as 
follows :—250 tons rails, 27 tons fishplates, 1°68 tons bolts, 0°97 
tons (54,000) dogs in June, 1906; one-half of the remainder in 
March, 1907 ; and the rest in June, 1907. 

Tenders are to be addressed ‘‘ Chr. Salvesen and Chr. Thams’s 
Communications Aktieselskab, Thamshavn, Trondhjem,” and will 
be received up to 15th February next. 

Translations of the specification and conditions of tender, together 
with drawings, may be seen at the offices of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C. 
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NETHERLANDS. 


According to the “‘Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” (Brussels) 
the “ Dorps vereeniging ” in Den Bommel, Over 
Flakkee, will shortly invite tenders for the 
supply of 106,000 kilogs. super-phosphate, 
32,000 kilogs. ammoniacal super-phosphate and 
other artificial manures ; and the Agricultural Association Klundert 
for the supply of 200, 000 kilogs. superphosphate and 43,000 kilogs, 
Chili saltpetre. 

Further, the Co-operative Committee at Uithuizerermeeden 
(Groningen) invite tenders, up to the 23rd January, for the supply 
of 380,000 kilogs. superphosphate 18 per .cent.; 18,900 kilogs. 
ditto 12/14 per cent.; 86,200 kilogs. ditto ammonincal.; 39 000 
kilogs. Chili saltpetre, &c. 


Super-Phosphate 
and other 
Artificial Manures. 





BELGIUM, 
The Conimercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 
Heatin been notified by H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp 
A — re (Sir E. C. Hertslet) that the Municipal Authori- 
pparam® ties of that city are calling for tenders for the 
supply and installation of a heating apparatus in the new Flemish 
theatre in course of construction there. A deposit of 6,000 frances 
(2401.) is required to qualify any tender. 
The specification (“ cahier des charges”) relating to the contract 
may be obtained, price 5d. each, from the Hotel de Ville, Antwerp. 
All tenders should be sent in sealed registered envelopes, 
addressed. to the * Collége des Bourgomestre “et Echevins de la 
ville d’Anvers,” and should reach the Hotel de Ville not later than 
the 15th February. 
A copy of the specification may be seen at the offices of the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, E.C. 


The Acting British Vice-Consul at Ghent reports that the 

municipal authorities there are calling for 

Crane Rails. tenders for the laying of crane-rails at the port 

of Ghent, at an estimated cost of 9401. A 

deposit of 60/. is required to qualify any tender. Tenders should 

reach the Hotel de Ville, Ghent, not later than the 19th January. 

A copy of the specification may be seen on application at the 

Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 
hall-street, E.C. 


The “ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” (Brussels) announces that 
tenders are invited for the supply of electric 

Electric Plant. light and power to the Commune of Gilly. 
They should be sent by registered letter not 

later than the 26th January to the Hétel Communal, Gilly. 
Further information may be obtained from the Administration 
Communale at that place. 
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BELGIU M—continued. 


The ‘ Moniteur” announces also that tenders-are invited: for the | 
installation of low pressure steam heatin 
= ms aie apparatus at Tongres Prison. They should i 
PPArarus. submitted by registered letter to M. J. de 
EO Secretary-General to the Ministry of Justice, rue Ducale 
5, Brussels, not later than the 30th January. 
vile ecification and plan may be consulted at Tongres Prison, as 
ey as at the Musée commercial, rue des Augustins 15, Brussels. 











FRANCE: 


The United States Consul at Nantes has reported to his Govern- 

ment that an excellent market can, in his 

Furniture. opinion, be worked up at Nantes and other 

places in France for the sale of certain kinds 

of house and office furniture; for example, the cheaper grades of 

oak and ash furniture of all kinds, bed-room sets, chairs, 
armchairs, rockers, hall stands, &c. 





SPAIN, 


The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” of 10th January, contains a notice 
inviting tenders, which will be opened 30 days 
Telegraph Posts. after the publication of the notice, at the Chiet 
Telegraph Office, 10, Carretas, Madrid, for the 
supply of 10,000 pine telegraph posts, 7, 8 and 10 metres long, 
impregnated with creosote, in accordance with conditions set forth 
in the ‘“ Gaceta.” 

The “ Gaceta” of 13th January contains a similar notice, inviting 
tenders for the supply of 10,000 telegraph posts impregnated with 
sulphate of copper, Boucherie system. 

The maximum price at which tenders will be received is 
11 pesetas per post of 7 metres, 13 pesetas per post of 8 metres, 
and 17 pesetas per post of 10 metres in the case of those 
impregnated with creosote; and 12 pesetas per post of 64 to 7 
metres, 17 pesetas per post of 8 metres, and 24 pesetas per post 
of 10 metres in the case of those impregnated with sulphate: of 
copper. tj 

A deposit of 5 per cent. of the value of the. goods tendered 
for will be required to qualify any tender. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 12th January, publishes a Law 
sanctioning a special credit of 100,000 
pesetas (about 3,3271.) for repairs to sub- 
marine cables. 


Submarine Cable 
Materials. 
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SPAIN—continued. 


‘The same issue of the “ Gaceta” publishes a notification to the 
’ effect that the Eastern Tramways Co., of Madrid, 
ElectricTramway },,, obtained the concessions for the con- 

Piast. struction of the electric tramway in that city, 
of which particulars were published on p. 582 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal ” of 28th September, 1905. 


The “Gacetas” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


According to the “ Bulletin” of the French Chamber of Com- 
merce at Barcelona the ‘“ Catalana” Omnibus 
ween Company (animal traction) of that city have 
Omnibuses. recently made successful trials with a motor 
bus, and it is hoped shortly that their entire service will be 
carried on by means of these vehicles. As soon as the necessary 
municipal formalities have been complied with, it is thought that 
the motor buses of this company will run from Barcelona to 
Gracia, to Sans, to San Gervasio, and to San Andrés. 


The “ Bulletin” also reports that a project is under consideration 

on for the carrying out of irrigation works at Tudela 

cee for the purpose of watering an area of about 

i 1,400 hectares (3,780 acres). ‘T'o accomplish 

this it is proposed to raise the waters of the Ebro to a height of 

48 métres. The estimated cost of the work is 500,000 pesetas 
(about 16,600/.). 





ITALY, 


The “ Gazzetta Ufficiale ” (Rome) of 10th January contains a Law 

sanctioning the expenditure of 2,500,000 lire 
Telegraph Wire. (about 100,000/.) by the Minister of Posts and 

Telegraphs on the erection of new telegraph 
lines and the improvement of existing lines between the following 
towns :—-Genoa and Messina, Naples and Turin, Bari and Florence, 
Reggio (Calabria) and Naples, Rome and Venice, Genoa and Milan, 
Florence and Milan, Milan and Venice. The expenditure is 
to be spread over a period of seven years; 300,000 lire (about 
12,0007.) is to be spent in each of the years 1906-8 and 400,000 
lire (about 16,000J.) in each of the years 1909-12. 





GREECE, 


The United States Consul at Athens states that fire extinguishing 
apparatus, particularly chemical extinguishers, 


Fire . ; 
Mia any could be sold in Greece if proper efforts were 
Bxtinguishing = nade by manufacturers. There are many fine 
Apparatus. 


buildings in Athens and the outlying districts, 
both public and private, and the provisions for fighting fire, he 
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writes, are very inadequate. Chemical fire extinguishers are 
practically unknown ; they are not even to be found in the royal 
or municipal theatres, nor in the various palaces of the royal 
families. 

In a large majority of the cities of the Kingdom the water 
supply is inadequate, and, in almost every instance where plenty of 
water exists, fire-fighting appliances are not to be found. Such 
are the general conditions of fire extinguishing in Greece, which 
lead the Consul to believe that there should be a market there for a 
good extinguishing appliance—one that could be used in case of 
emergency by whoever happened to be on the spot. It would be 
necessary, he adds, for the agent to be there with his extinguisher, 
and to give public demonstrations of its efficiency. 





ROUMANIA. 


The ‘* Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels” (Brussels) reports that 
Zinc Plates : tenders are invited up to the 25th January for 
20,000 kilogs. of zinc plates and 2,800 kilogs. 
Chains. ; ‘ : 
of chains of various dimensions, by the General 
Direction of the Roumanian Railways, Bucharest. 


According to the “'Tagblatt” (Bucharest) permission has been 
sought for the lighting by electricity of the 


Electric 
Lighting Plant. aaaa my Focsani, at an estimated cost of 


The “ Primarie” of Bucharest has, according to the “ Tagblatt ” of 

r that city, completed the plans for a new tram- 

ramway : , 

paeenmecp way line connecting the middle of the town with 
oneennent®™ the Jubilee Exhibition. 


According to a report by the German Consul in Jassy, published 
Water Supply in the “ Nachoichten fiir Handel” (Berlin), the 
Works Jassy District Council have decided on the con- 
ditions to be offered in connection with a 
concession for the supply of water to the town, and will shortly 
make them public. It is stated in the local press that the conces- 
sion will be for fifty years. The water is to be brought from 
Timisesti, 1n the district Niamitz, and 15,000 cub. m. water are to 
be supplied daily. ‘The concessionnaire will probably be guaranteed 
& minimum income of between 8,000/. and 12,0000. 





MONTENEGRO. 
H.M. Minister Resident at Cettinje (Mr. R. J. Kennedy, C.M.G.), 


reports that the ‘ Sindicato per il Porto e la 
Ferrovia di Antivari,” the head office of which 
is at Venice, has received a 50 years’ concession 
from the Montenegrin Government for running 
steamers for passengers and goods upon the 


Steamers : 
Harbour Works: 
Railway Con- 
struction. 
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Lake of Scutari, as well as for building a harbour at Antivari, and a 
light railway from Antivari to Vir Bazaar. Both the harbour 
works and the railway will, it is said, be finished in two years’ 
time. The Sindicato has already placed one steamer upon the 
Lake, which carries on a bi-weekly service between Rieka and the 
Albanian town of Scutari. It is probable that the Sindicato will 
build a light railway betwent Plavnitza and Podgoritza, the chief 
commercial town of Montenegro. 





OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


According to the ‘‘ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels,” (Brussels) 

the Administration of the Hedjaz Railway, 

Steel Rails. Constantinople, will shortly be contracting for 
the supply of 13,000 tons of steel rails. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade have 
been notified by H.M. Consul at Chicago (Mr. 
Air Guns. A. Finn), that an enquiry has been made at his 
Consulate for the names of British manu- 
facturers of air guns, including those made like walking sticks. 
Communications should be addressed to H.M. Consul, British 
Consulate, Chicago. 





MEXICO. 

The ‘“ Diario Oficial” of Mexico of 25th December contains the 
text of a contract, entered into between the 
Railway Plant. Mexican Government and Mr. Richard Honey, 
for the construction of a railway between 
Pachuca, the chief town of the State of Hidalgo, and Zimapan, 
passing through Actopan and Ixmiquilpan. ‘The concessionnaire 
may, if he thinks fit, extend the line to Tampico, and construct 

branch lines not exceeding 50 kilometres in length. 

The ‘“ Diario” of 26th December, contains a similar contract, 
entered intd with Mr. John Henderson, for the construction of a 
railway between the port of Lobos, situated on the Gulf of 
California, and Caborca. in the District of Altar. 

In both cases, five years’ free importation of materials and goods 
enumerated in Article 74 of the Railway Law are allowed. 


The “ Diario” of 26th December notifies an application from Mr. 
T. Macmanus for an appropriation of 20,000 
litres of water per second from the river Oro, 
State of Guerrero, for the production of motive 


Hydro-electric 
Plant. 


power. 

The same issue of the “ Diario” contains the text of a contract 
entered into with Mr. A. Stein for the appropriation of 60,000 
litres per second from the river Yaqui, State of Sonora, for the 
production of motive power and other industrial purposes. 
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CHILE: 


The ‘Diario Oficial” of Chile of 27th November notifies an 
application by Sefior Osvaldo Camus for per- 
Railway Plant. mission to construct a steam or electric railway 
(0°762 metre gauge) from the Caleta Chimba 

to Antofagasta, a distance of about 12 kilometres. 


The “ Diario” of 50th November contains a Decree granting the 
‘“‘ Compaifiia General de Electricidad ” a conces- 
Electrical Plant. sion for supplying the town of La Cruz, 
Department of Quillota, with electric light, 
heat and motive power. 


The “ Diario” of 2nd December contains a Decree authorising the 

Director of Public Works to invite tenders for 

Bridgework. the construction of a bridge over the river 
Aconcagua, at Calera. 


The same issue of the “ Diario” contains a Decree authorising the 
Directorate General of State Railways to 
purchase two first-class carriages, two third- 
class carriages, and two mixed first and third- 
class carriages for the Rivadavia Railway. 


Railway 
Carriages. 





BRAZIL. 


In an extract from the recent report of H.M. Consul at Santos, 
Articles which might published on pp. 111-12, special attention 
ct aie aa, | called to certain classes of goods for 
* that market. 





ARGENTINA. 


The “ Bulletin” of the French Chamber of Commerce at Buenos 

Ayres announces that, in virtue of the powers 

Port Works. conferred by a recent law voted by the Argentine 

Congress, the Executive have appointed four 

Commissions charged with the duty of studying simultaneously 

the construction of commercial ports for foreign ships at Mar del 
Plata, Bahia Blanca, Quequen and Patagones. 





CHINA. 


A recent report by the United States Consul-General at Shanghai, 
reyarding the use of fire extinguishers in that 


Exti emia town, states that the construction of native 
xungwisang houses in Shanghai, as well as in nearly all 
Apparatus. 


other large Chinese cities, being principally 
wooden, renders the danger of destructive fires great, and as a 
consequence, through the desire of the people themselves, and by 
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CHIN A—continued. 


reason of the demands of the insurance companies, there has been 
quite a large sale of fire extinguishers of many kinds. It is 
believed that the Chinese would welcome improved fire extinguish- 
ing apparatus. 


The following information regarding openings for vehicles in 

Vehicles China is taken from a report by the United 

States Special Agent at Shanghai :— 

‘‘ Carriages and bicycles are used extensively in Shanghai by 
both foreigners and natives, while motor cars are beginning to be 
introduced among those who can afford the luxury. . . . The 
carriages most popular in Shanghai are the victorias and 
broughams, both heavy vehicles, but apparently easily drawn by 
the hardy little Chinese ponies, which greatly outnumber the 
Australian horses imported for this purpose. 

‘‘The retail price of a victoria on this market, fitted with iron 
tyres, is approximately 500 Shanghai taels (about 701.) ; fitted with 
the ordinary rubber tyre, about 84/.; and fitted with the - 
wired rubber tyre, about 90/. 

‘‘ The victoria style of carriage has no competition here for the 
reason that there has apparently been no effort made toward the 
introduction of a lighter, less cumbersome, and possibly less 
expensive vehicle. If the manufacturer could export to China a 
low-wheeled surrey, built to fit a Chinese pony of 13 to 13-2 hands 
high and lay it down here at a price that could compete with the 
heavier victoria, it is reasonable to assume that a satisfactory 
market could be established. Because of the narrow streets the 
cut under should always be used to facilitate turning, and if after 
an investigation of the conditions obtaining here a carriage manu- 
facturer should decide to introduce his goods, he should never lose 
sight of the necessity for a vehicle so constructed as to make a 
short turn. . . . 

‘The broughams are used extensively by the natives, and few 
well-equipped stables belonging to foreigners are without them. 
Not only are the rains in China of sufficiently frequent occurrence 
to make a closed carriage desirable, but the well-known desire of 
the Chinese for seclusion and immunity from observation both 
tend to popularise this type of vehicle.” 





EXHIBITIONS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Board of Trade have received a prospectus of an Automobile 
, Exhibition to be held at the Crystal Palace 
—— cay the 26th January to the 3rd February 
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UNITED KINGDOM— continued. 


A copy of the prospectus of the second Scottish International 
Furnishing Trades Furnishing Trades’ Exhibition to be held in 
Exhibitions at St. Andrew's Hall, Glasgow, from Ist to 8th 
Glasgow oie March next, has also been received ; together 
hgvien) leone with a copy of the rules and regulations of the 
alk Rati 10th annual International Furnishing Trades’ 
; ‘ Exhibition, to be held at the Royal Agricultural 

Hall, Islington, from 17th to 27th April, 1906. 


SPAIN. 


The “Gaceta de Madrid” of 11th January contains a Decree 
a authorising the “Unién Ibero Americana” 
ries ml to hold an International Exhibition in Madrid 
Exhibition at 2 1908. ‘The concession will lapse unless a 
Madrid. 1908 commencement is made with the exhibition 
. ‘buildings within six months of the publication 
of the Decree, and unless the sum of 1,000,000 pesetas (about 
32,2001.) is guaranteed for the completion of the buildings. 








AUSTRIA-HUNGARY: 


The French Consul-General at Trieste reports that the Trieste 
Chamber of Commerce has decided on the 


ra o establishment of a commercial museum where 
Trieste the fullest information will be available as to 


trade, industry and shipping: a permanent 
exhibition of samples will be attached to the museum, A pre- 
liminary credit of 15,000 crowns (about 600/.) has been sanctioned 
by the Chamber for this institution. 





ARGENTINA, 


H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Buenos Ayres (Mr. F. D. Harford) 
reports that, under the title of the British 
Secti Argentine Exhibition, a very interesting and 
ection at we 

Exhibition at successful exhibition was held at Buenos Ayres 

Buence Ayres on the 25th to the 29th of November inclusive. 

1910. The objects of the exhibition as defined by 

the promoters were firstly, to show as far as 

possibie the extent of British influence in the rise and progress 

of the Argentine Republic, socially, economically and com- 

mercially ; secondly to create an interest in the due and proper 

representation of the British Section in the Centenary Celebra- 
tion of 1910. 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs made a speech testifying 
to the great benefits the Argentine Republic has derived from 
British capital and enterprise, and lectures were subsequently 
given on the same theme. 


Proposed British 
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IMPERIAL INSTITUTE. 


The Imperial Institute at South Kensington was transferred by 
Act of Parliament to the control of the Board of Trade on the 
lst January, 1903. ‘The work formerly carried on by the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Office of the Institute is now conducted by the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Imperial Institute is chiefly occupied with the systematic 
investigation and illustration of the principal resources of India 
and the Colonies. It includes :— 

1. The Galleries, containing collections of economic products, 
&c., illustrative of the natural and commercial resources of British 
Possessions. ‘These are open free to the public daily (except on 
Sundays) from 10 a.m. to5 p.m. Special arrangements may be made 
for the visits of schools and other educational institutions. Informa- 
tion concerning India and the Colonies, their commercial products, 
industries, trade, prospects for emigration, &c., may be obtained 
on verbal application at the Central stand in the Galleries, or 
applications may be addressed in writing to the Director of the 
Imperial Institute, South Kensington, S.W. Publications 
furnishing information relating to the commerce, agriculture, 
mining and other industries of India and the Colonies, as well as 
those relating to emigration, may also be obtained on application 
at the Central stand. From time to time samples and specimens 
of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample 
room attached to the offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

2. The Scientific and Technical Department with extensive 
laboratories specially equipped for the purpose of investigating 
problems connected with tropical agriculture and development. 
In this Department new or little known natural products from 
India and the Colonies, and commercial products from new 
sources, received through the Government of the countries 
concerned, are examined with a view to their valuation and 
utilisation. ‘The expert staff of the Department is also engaged 
in the collection of information from all sources on these and 
similar subjects. 

3. The Library and Reading Rooms, containing a large collection 
of Indian and Colonial works of reference, which are regularly 
supplied with the principal official publications of India and the 
Colonies, and with many of the principal newspapers, periodicals 
and maps of the United Kingdom, India, and the Colonies. 

4. Conference and Meeting Rooms which are available under 
certain conditions for the purpose of meetings, lectures, &c., on 
subjects of importance to India and the Colonies. 

5. The “ Bulletin of the Imperial Institute.” This publication, 
which is now issued quarterly, includes reports on investigations 
conducted at the Imperial Institute, and also special articles 
relating to recent developments in tropical agriculture and in 
the utilisation of raw materials. ‘The ‘ Bulletin” may be 
obtained at the Imperial Institute, South Kensington, or from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, E.C., price one shilling per number. 
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BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Santos.—In his recent report on the trade of Santos during the 
years 1902-4, H.M. Consul at that port (Mr. F. W. Mark) 
writes.:— 

‘‘'The increase in imports of British origin in 1904 compared 
with 1903 was 13:5 per cent., and considerably above the general 
average increase of imports from all countries, which was only 
51 per cent., the increase for Germany being 17°6 per cent., and 
for France 29°5 per cent., whilst imports from the United. States 
show a shrinkage of 15:2 per cent. Although British exports for 
Santos have improved, the rate of improvement is less compared 
with some other countries. This, it must be remembered, is 
occurring in a market where there is no advantage for German 
or, indeed, for goods of any other origin, except the five articles 
for which America secured preferential treatment. The tendency 
is symptomatic of our trade in South America and requires to be 
carefully watched.” 

Mr. Mark gives three tables in his report showing the total 
values of the imports of articles (a) in which the United Kingdom 
is indisputably first; (0) in which she is still to the fore, but in 
which other countries are already encroaching ; and (c) those she 
has practically lost or. abandoned to other countries. British 
traders interested should obtain a copy of the report (Annual Series, 
3,521) from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C. 

Mr. Mark goes on to say :— 

“To push “Britich trade it is necessar y, whilst sparing no effort 
to preserve the practical monopolies we still have, to ‘leave our 
competitors no rest, but meet them on their own ground and 
undersell them again in the markets they have deprived us of. 
As a means to that end it has been suggested to me that a series 
of exhibitions should be held in the United Kingdom of samples 
of the articles of classes B and C with which our manufacturers 
have to face the fiercest competition. ‘These samples should be 
bought in the different towns along the coast and exhibited in the 
manufacturing towns of the United Kingdom. A commencement 
might be made with paper and its manufactures, going on to glass, 
china and earthenwar e, and so on through the list. Investigations 
and exhibitions of the kind suggested, to be useful should not 
be too ambitious, but embrace only one or two branches of manu- 
facture at a time. 

“The necessity should be urged on merchants of giving 
particular attention to this market, especially in those ‘branches 
which, in spite of improved economic conditions, show a decline 
instead of improvement as compared with 1903, viz. :— 

“Zinc, bar and sheet iron, jute yarn, hosiery, linen yarn, 
aluminium (none), malt (none), moulding clay, cement, coke, 
cutlery, steel axles, nails, screws, steel rails, surgical instruments, 
woollen blankets, printing machinery, linoleum, writing paper, 
printing paper, Bristol] board, note paper, clay tubes and pipes, 
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British Trade Abroad. 





boots and shoes, buttons, toys, hats and caps, boats and vessels, 
soap, rice (transit), alcoholic beverages, beer, tea, tinned fish, &c. 

“In some cases, of course, the shrinkage is the consequence of 
competition by native protected manufacturers and is inevitable. 
A great deal of the advantage of protective duties has, however, 
been neutralised by the rise of 50 per cent. in exchange.* ” 

H.M. Consul adds that the population of the State of Sao Paulo 
is reckoned to be about 3,000,000. Imports at the port of Santos 
represented in 1904 17-2 per cent. of the total for all Brazil, whilst 
exports represented 33 per cent. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
3,521.) 


* Note.—This has now been partly counterbalanced by an increase 
of the percentage of duty payable in gold-—see p. 122. 





COTTON INDUSTRY OF THE LEEWARD ISLANDS. . 


The following particulars of the cotton industry of the Leeward 
Islands are extracted from the report recently issued by the Colonial 
Office : 

This industry has made considerable progress in many of the 
islands. In 1903-4 cotton was grown in a tentative manner over 
a considerable area, while in St. Kitts and Montserrat the cultiva- 
tion was carried on on a somewhat large scale. The results were 
somewhat variable, but were such as to lead to a considerable 
extension of the industry, so that in the latter part of 1904 it was 
estimated that the following acreage was under cultivation in Sea 
Island cotton:—Antigua and Barbuda, 500 acres; St. Kitts, 
1,000 acres; Nevis, 1,050 acres; Anguilla, 300 acres; Mont- 
serrat, 500 acres. Future developments will largely depend upon 
the prices realised. 

In Antigua there is a ginnery with three gins, the necessary 
baling presses, and a disintegrator for crushing the cotton 
seed. The motive-power is a 9 h.p. oil engine. This has been 
largely provided by the British Cotton Growing Association, 
and has been run by the Imperial Department of Agriculture. 
In St. Kitts there are three ginneries, two of which are due 
to private enterprise; the third has been furnished by the 
British Cotton Growing Association. In Nevis there is one 
ginnery, having three gins, driven by an oil engine, and a 
small ginnery worked by horse power. The former is partly 
assisted by the British Cotton Growing Association. In Mont- 
serrat there are three ginneries, two due to private enterprise, 



































Jan. 18, 1906.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 113 





Cotton Industry of the Leeward Islands. 





and one assisted by the British Cotton Growing Association. In 
Anguilla there is a ginnery with two gins, driven by an oil engine ; 
this is provided by the British Cotton Growing Association under 
agreement, with a private individual. In Tortola there is a gin 
driven by an aermotor; these were placed in the hands of the 
Imperial Department of Agriculture by the British Cotton Growing 
Association. 

The Imperial Department of Agriculture has been at great 
pains to afford assistance in every branch of the industry, promising 
seeds, assisting to combat pests and diseases, affording information 
and advice at every stage. This, coupled with the enterprise of 
cotton growers, has enabled a real and business-like attempt to 
be made to produce cotton of the first quality. 

In the Virgin Islands the cotton industry has chiefly been 
taken up in Virgin Gorda and Anegada. In Antigua, the cultiva- 
tion of cotton is being steadily increased. The export of raw 
cotton in 19038 was 4 bales and 7 bags, valued at 28/.; in 1904, 
155 bales of the value of 1,358/. were exported; while up to the 
30th September, 1905, 277 bales have been exported, valued at 
2,7701. There are some 5,000 acres of land admirably adapted for 
the cultivation of cotton which are obtainable on easy terms. 

During 1904 cotton loans to the amount of 740/. (St. Kitts, 
2601.; Nevis, 380/.; Anguilla, 100/.) were advanced from the 
sum of 5,000. placed at the disposal of the Colony by the Imperial 
Government and the British Cotton Growing Association, the 
advances being regulated by the Leeward Islands Cotton Industry 
Aid Act. The opening of the old main road near the sea from 
Charlestown to Whitehall in Nevis is having the effect of bringing 
many acres of excellent land into cotton cultivation. 

The new industry is also in a flourishing condition in Anguilla. 
55,625 lbs. of Sea Island Cotton were shipped from the Presidency 
to the United Kingdom and realised an average price of 1s. 2d. 

er lb. 
. In Montserrat during the past year the cultivation of cotton was 
considerably extended, but, in consequence of severe drought and 
the appearance of the black boll disease, the value of lint was only 
1,380. as against 1,486/.in 1903. . 

In spite of discouragements inevitable at the introduction of a 
new industry cotton seems to have taken a permanent place in the 
chief exports of the Island. (Colonial Office, Annual Series, 478.) 
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FOREIGN TRADE OF ARGENTINA. 


According to official statistics of the foreign trade of Argentina 
for the first six months of 1905, the imports during that period 
amounted in value to 97,574,975 dols. as compared with 
91,668,807 dols. and 61,902,153 dols. respectively during the 
corresponding periods of 1904 and 1903 respectively. The 
total exports amounted to 175,773,681 dols. as against 
144,359,138 dols. and 128,820,138 dols. respectively. 

Imports. 

The following table shows the countries participating in the 

import trade and the values of their respective shares :— 








| 
| First Six Months. 
| 




















1904. | 1905. 
Dollars. | Dollars. 
United Kingdom ... 32,149,850 31,525,800 
Germany ... oab vie io 12,260,026 14,266,685 
United States of America | 11,152,085 | 13,704,552 
Italy bat ad .., 10,896,647 | 10,887,153 
France idl 8,479,781 | 10,227,525 
Belgium | 4,865,989 | 4,265,939 
Spain se 2,367,753 2,703,824 
Brazil a ..| 3,215,795 2,494,126 
Other countries ... 7 7,280,881 7,499,371 
Total, imports Dols.| 91,668,807 | 97,574.975 
Exports. 


The values of the exports to the various countries were as 


follows :— 





—_—— 


1904. 1905. 

aes | 

Dollars. Dollars. 
United Kingdom ... al 18,060,341 22,911,007 
France oie ‘al 19,668,699 21,578,451 
Germany ... ts .| 17,632,407 21,267,209 
Belgium ... si om 10,450,638 12,639,048 
United States of America 5,134,711 7,207,716 
Brazil sis od 4,964,818 6,241,507 
Uruguay opel 1,996,979 4,373,909 
Italy . 1,428,769 3,078,410 
Africa yes 2,908,075 3,075,008 
Netherlands 1,549,826 1,962,579 
Spain re 882,320 1,294,325 
Other countries< ... sai 6,535,832 10,310,569 
Uncertain destination ... 53,145,723 59,833,943 

| : 

Total, exports Dols. 144,359,138 _ | 175,773,681 





First Six Months. 














Nore.—Dollar = 4s. 
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COMMERCIAL CONVENTION BETWEEN THE UNITED 
KINGDOM AND BULGARIA. 


A “Convention of Commerce, Customs Duties and Navigation ” 
between the United Kingdom and Bulgaria was signed at Sofia on. 
the 9th of December last. 3 

The Convention comprises 21 Articles, of which the first three. 
relate to the treatment to be accorded to the subjects of the two 
contracting parties. Article. 1 provides for complete : national 
treatment in respect of the carrying on of commerce and naviga- 
tion ; Article 2 for exemption from military service or obligatory 
official functions ; and Article 3 for the right of carrying on com- 
merce and industry and of acquiring and possessing property. 
Articles 4 to 6 deal with the treatment to be accorded to merchan- 
dise. Article 4 provides for the mutual accord of most-favoured- 
nation treatment in respect of import or export duties, and prohibi- . 
tions of importation or exportation, as well as for the enjoyment of 
national privileges in respect of warehousing, drawbacks, transit, 
and generally in all that relates to the exercise of commerce or. 
industry. Article 5 provides that merchandise of British origin shall 
pay on entry into Bulgaria the duties specified in the Tariff annexed 
to the Convention (a translation of which was published in the 
‘Board of Trade Journal” for the 21st of December, pp. 544-546) ; 
and Article 6 provides for the accord of most-favoured-nation 
treatment in respect of internal duties and for freedom of goods in 
transit. Article 7 provides for full most-favoured-nation treatment 
in regard to commercial travellers and their samples, and recognises 
the Chambers of Commerce of the United Kingdom as competent 
authorities for the granting of the legitimation certificates with 
which British commercial travellers require to be furnished. 

Articles 7 to 13 deal with navigation, in respect of which 
national treatment is accorded except in regard to coasting trade. 

Article 14 relates to the treatment to be accorded to vessels 
wrecked, and to goods salved therefrom. 

Article 15 accords mutual national treatment in respect of 
trade marks. 

Article 16 accords most-favoured-nation treatment to produce 
of fisheries, and Article 17 contains provisions excepting local 
frontier traffic and obligations imposed by Custom Unions from the 
operation of the Conyention. Article 18 provides for the settlement 
of tariff disputes by arbitration, while Article 20 deals with the 
adhesion of British Colonies to the Convention, and provides that 
any such Colony may adhere within a year from the exchange of 
ratifications and may subsequently withdraw on giving 12 months’ 
notice. It also provides that goods produced or manufactured in 
any part of the British Empire, whether adhering to the Convention 
or not, shall receive full most-favoured-nation treatment in Bulgaria 
on condition of treating Bulgarian products as favourably as those 


of any other foreign country. 
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Commercial Convention between the United Kingdom and Bulgaria. 





The Treaty came into force on the 14th January. It will 
remain in operation for five years, and thereafter from year to year 
unless twelve months’ notice of denunciation shall have been given 
by either side. As above stated, the schedule of reductions from 
the general rates of the Bulgarian tariff in favour of British goods 
which is annexed to the Convention, was published in the ‘ Board 
of ‘Trade Journal”’ for the 21st December, but it may be of interest 
to mention here that those reductions affect the most important 
classes of British goods exported to Bulgaria—e.g., cotton yarns, 
cotton tissues, certain jute tissues and carpets, jute bags and sacks, 
various woollen and woollen mixed goods, tin plate, iron bedsteads, 
sewing and other machines, &c. 

Appended to the Convention are schedules of the excise and octroi 
duties which may be levied in Bulgaria on various classes of goods in 
addition to import duties, a schedule of accessory dues to be levied 
in Bulgaria (for sealing coods, supplying copies of printed papers 
and receipts, warehousing dues, and statistical dues), and a 
schedule of dues to be levied on mercantile shipping calling at 
Bulgarian ports. The form of certificate with which British 
commercial travellers in Bulgaria require to be furnished is also’ 
specified in the Convention. 





FORTHCOMING APPLICATION OF NEW GERMAN 
TARIFF. 


Adverting to the notice which appeared at p. 441 of the ‘ Board 
of Trade Journal” for the 7th December, on the subject of the 
application of the new German Customs Tariff on and after the 
lst March next to goods stored in certain warehouses, the Board 
of Trade are now in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of inform- 
ation to the effect that all goods presented for clearance on the usual 
Declaration Form at the Custom-house of entry, or on the special 
form known as “ Begleitschein II.” in use for goods paying duties 
at a Custom-house other than that of entry, before midnight on 
the 28th February, will be dutiable under the present Customs 
Tariff, whether they are actually examined on that date or not. 
As regards goods which are to be examined at Custom-houses in 
the interior of Germany, it is suggested that it would be advisable 
to have such goods cleared at the frontier Custom-house in order 
to avoid the application of the enhanced rates of the new tariff, 
should there be any doubt as to the goods reaching the Custom- 
house in the interior in time to be presented for clearance on or 
before the 28th February. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a Supplement (No. 52) 
Suineen to the Customs Tariff Guide, issued by the 
Decisi Commonwealth Department of Trade and 

ecisions. 
Customs on 22nd November last, giving 

Customs decisions relating to the rates of duty leviable on various 

articles imported into the Commonwealth. 

The following are the principal decisions given :— 





Articles, and how classed. maaan Import 
uty. 





* Bags— 
Paper, with trader’s name or other advertising matter 
printed thereon— 
As paper, advertising matter ... " 3d. per lb. 
Paper, with advertising matter printed outside, and 
paper such as those stamped with a trader’s name 
(e.g. Robinson)— 
As paper, advertising matter ... - 
Paper, seed, in form of envelopes with flaps, as used by 
seedsmen, with name of trader, &c., thereon— 


As paper, advertising matter, or egos, 3d. per lb. or 25 % 


ad val., whichever 


stationery hi 
gher. 
Paper, seed, small paper bags in form of envelopes with 
flaps, as used by seedsmen, with name of firm, &c., 
thereon— 
As paper advertising matter, on manufactured 
stationery ee 9 


*Boxes, when printed or lithographed with name of ‘specific 
article for which only the box is suitable (e.g. cigarettes), 
or when printed or lithographed with name and address of 
merchant, and not having reference to any specific article, 
but suitable for use for various contents— 

As paper advertising matter, or manufactured stationery | 3d. per lb. or 25 % 
[ Note.-—The addition of the name and address of | ad val., whichever 


merchant does not alter this classification. | higher. 
Bowls, lead, used in assaying— 
As manufactures of metals, n.e.i. ... 20 &% ad val. 


*Cards, with pictures and photos on, single. and i in ‘sheets, 
or intended for or capable of use as post- -cards— 
As manufactured stationery .. i ez « 
*Cards, with pictures, without printing on the back, to be 
finished off as post-cards— 
As manufactured stationery ... ai hs as ae os. « 
Caustic soda— 
*Put in tins for household use— 


As oilmen’s stores, n.e.i. wai nde wee di > aaa 
In bulk— 
As soda caustic ... ea dh is dd ib Free. 


Colours— 
Dry pigment, such as Prussian blue, chrome yellow, 


Brunswick green, lake colours, lime _— &c.— 





As paints, dry colours, &c. __.. ose 1s. per cws. 
Pulp pigment, such as chrome yellow, Pr ussian blue, &e. — 
As paints, ground in liquid ... on see one a 





* Revised decision, 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH—continued. 





Articles, and how classed. Rates of Import 





Duty. 
*Fur cutting machines— 
As machinery ... soe one ose one ms ses Free. 
Tron, cast, channel— 
As manufactures of metals, n.ei. ... it sa hs 20 % ad val. 
Manganese steel bars— 
As iron and steel, bar rod, &c. ome vod sis on Free. 


Nets, landing— 
As nets, fishing and netting therefor wed ae" oe 
Perforating machine, for cancelling and perforating stamps— 
As machinery, n.e¢.i. ... see one se see cee 
Photographs intended for or capable of use as parts of post- 


9 


123 % ad val, 


cards— 
As manufactured stationery... ae vee on me at ae 
Tips (metal) for hat ornaments— 
As trimmings ... og ose o0e nes oon ec > 








* Revised decisions, 





CEYLON. 


A copy of the ‘‘ Ceylon Government Gazette ” for 22nd December, 
Bree tisdiitation 1905, has been received, which contains a 

Ra = ies Customs Notice issued by the Ceylon Colonial 
of Maw ener Secretary, notifying that, from and after 1st 
December, i905, “ raw rubber” will be exempted from the payment 
of Customs duty upon importation into Ceylon. ; 





NATAL 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the ‘‘ Natal Govern- 
Excise ment Gazette " for 5th December last, con- 
Repulétions taining regulations under Government Notices 
Nos. 813-5 of 1905, which have been issued 
in accordance with the provisions of the Natal Excise Acts of 1901 
and 1905. The regulations under Government Notices 814-5 
amend the regulations’ previously in force under Government 
Notices Nos. 493 of 1903 and 366 of 1904 respectively, and lay 

down the regulations to be observed respecting : 
1. Methylated spirits made in, imported into, and stored in 

the Colony, and 

2. The sale of methylated spirits by retail. 

The Government Notice No. 813 of 1905, lays down the regu- 
lations for distilling and rectifying spirits on the same premises, 
or for rectifying spirits under bond. 

These Notices, which are in some detail, may be seen by 


persons interested at the offices of the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


- 
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SOUTH AFRICA—BAROTZILAND. 


A copy of the “Official Gazette of the High Commissioner for 
Gite South Africa,” dated 15th December, 1905, has 
Rebate of Dut been received containing a Government Notice 
Y- (No. 123 of 1905) notifying that, under section 
13 of the Customs Proclamation (Barotziland), 1905, a rebate of 
the whole of the Customs duty payable on the undermentioned 
articles will be allowed from the above date upon importation or 
removal from a bonded warehouse in Barotziland :— 
1. Methylated spirits ; or 
2. Alcohol imported solely for manufacturing or scientific 
purposes within Barotziland; and 
3. Goods intended for consumption in places outside the 
Customs Union; subject to the provisions of the Regulations 
which may be in force with respect to such goods. 





BRITISH EAST AFRICA PROTECTORATE. 


A copy of the “ Official Gazette of the East Africa and Uganda 

a ar Protectorates 2 for Ist December, 1906, has 

affecting Transit been received, which contains the ‘Transit and 

aad: Re-wmpert Re-export Ordinance, 1905” (No. 12 of 1905), 

of Goods relating to the re-exportation of goods, by rail, 

through the British East Africa Protectorate. 

This Ordinance, which will come: into force on Ist April 
next, provides that :— 

1. All goods or merchandise of whatever description im- 
ported by sea for conveyance by the Uganda Railway, and 
declared for transit through the Protectorate, shall pass 
through the Customs at Kilindini, and 

2. Should any goods or merchandise be landed at the Port 
of Mombasa they shall be treated as goods liable to the pay- 
ment of the full Customs duty, and no part of such duty shall 
be refunded to the transit agent or any other person, not- 
withstanding any provisions in the principal regulations to 
the contrary. 





EGYPT: 
The Egyptian ‘“ Journal Officiel” for the 30th December, 1905, 


contains the following revised Valuation Tariff 
for use in assessing import duties on various 
kinds of sugar. This Tariff was to come into 
operation on the 29th December, and will remain in operation 
until the 28th March next, or until denunciation :— 


Valuation Tariff 
for Sugars. 
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EGY PT —continued. 





Kinds of Sugar. 


Valuation 
per 100 
kilogs. * 





Crystallised or moist, of any atom in single or double bags (gross 


weight) ; » 
Powdered or centrifugal, of any ‘origin. 
Crushed, of any origin .. 
Cubes, of any origin, in boxes (net weight) 
Loaves ” 29 ” 


Milliémes.+ 
ene 1,040 
oa 1,040 
1,100 
1,160 
1,280 








* Duty is levied on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 


¢ 1,000 milliemes = £ E1 = Il. 0s. 6d. 
The 


Valuation Tariff 
for Iron and Steel 
Manufactures. 


“ Journal Officiel”’ of 6th January, contains the following 
revised Valuation Tariff for use in assessing 
duties on imported iron and steel manufactures. 
This Tariff was to come into force on the 
Ist January, 1906, and will remain in force 


until the 3lst March, 1906, or until denunciation :— 





Valuation per kilog.* 














Articles. - 
Former. New. 
Iron and steel plates, ordinary, without mark,{ 4-inch | Milli¢émes.f | Milli¢émes.y 
thick and upwards— 
British ; and similar goods from all other countries 53 64 
Belgian or German; and similar goods from all 
other countries... 53 6 
Iron and steel bars and an gles, La and U, without 
mark{— 
British ; and similar goods from all other countries 5} 6 
Belgian or German; and similar goods from all 
other countries , os _ os 5535 52 
Iron bars, Swedish ave 10 10 
Iron, pig... ne 375 3355 
Iron hoops ... 65 675 
» hoops, with holes 65% 7 
Steel hoops...  ... 675 635 
», hoops, with holes ... 7 Tr 
Galvanised sheets (B. G. 18 to 26) sil 12} 133 
‘. corrugated sheets (B. G. 18 to 26) 103 112 
Ordinary cast-iron pipes and fittings ad valorem | ad valorem 
Studs (Benwill’s), new - 25 25 
- “ old ats oon 20 20 
oy TE we ove 24 24 
Nails (French), from France, Belgium, ‘Germany, and 
America (15 by 35 to 24 by 200) 8} 9 
Iron and steel girders— 
British ; and similar goods from all other countries 5} 53 
Belgian or German ; and similar goods from all 
other countries 435 5 





+ Duty is levied on these valuations at the rate of 8 per cent. 


is taken as equivalent to 1,016 kilogs. 
¢ 1,000 milliémes = £E1 = £1 0s. 6d. 


The English ton 


t The duties on iron and steel wares bearing special marks are leviable ad 


valorem, 
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EGY PT —continued. 


Iron tubes for gas, water, and steam, and fittings therefor, and 
iron tubes for boilers are assessed at various rates in accordance 
with certain trade lists from which discounts are allowed. Par- 
ticulars with regard to these lists and discounts may be consulted 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 


73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel” for the 1st January contains 
two Valuation Tariffs for the purpose of 
assessing export duties on various articles of 
Egyptian produce, One of these, in force for 
the current month only, contains valuations for cotton, sugar, rice, 
and other cereals and vegetables. The second, in force from tlie 
lst January to the 3lst March, 1906, contains valuations for a 
number of miscellaneous articles such as sesame, flax, tow, wool, 
ivory, wax, hides and skins of various sorts, horns and hoofs, 
cotton seed oil, &c. 


These Tariffs may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


Valuation Tariffs 
for Exports. 





SPAIN. 


With reference to previous notices in the “ Journal” on the sub- 
ject of the prolongation by the Spanish 
Government of the Customs régime established 
by the Swiss-Spanish Commercial Treaty of 
1892, the Board of Trade have now received, 
through the Foreign Office, information to the 
effect that a Law has been passed by the Cortes 
empowering the Government to continue to apply the duties in- 
scribed in Schedule B of that Treaty to the products of countries 
which accord most-favoured-nation treatment to Spain, until the 
revised Customs Tariff now in course of preparation comes into 
force. 

The United Kingdom, among other countries, will therefore 
continue to enjoy the benefit of the Tariff reductions contained in 
the Swiss-Spanish Treaty until further notice, and not merely until 
the 1st March next, as stated in previous notices. 


Continued 
Application of 
Tariff Reductions 
in Swiss-Spanish 
Treaty. 





 SPAIN—ITALY: 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 408 of the 
‘“ Journal” for the 30th November last relating 


me moe to the conclusion of a provisional Commercial 
bet “ es , Agreement between Spain and Italy, the Board 
, pat go gg of Trade have now received, through the Foreign 


Office, a translation of a Spanish Royal Decree 
directing that the duties of the higher or “ general ” Spanish 





122 THE;BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL.  _—[Jan, 18, 1906. 





Tariff Changes and Customs. Regulations. 





Tariff should be applied to Italian produce imported into Spain on 
and after 20th December, 1905. This Decree was issued in view of 
the refusal of the Italian Chamber of Deputies to ratify the above- 
mentioried Agreement, and the consequent application of the 
Italian ‘‘ general” tariff to Spanish produce from 18th December. 
Spanish Customs officers have received orders to exercise every 
care in ascertaining the country of origin of merchandise, and 
particularly of those classes of merchandise which are exempt from 
the requirement to be accompanied by formal certificates of origin. 


BRAZIL. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 400 of the 
Budget Law for “ Journal” for the 30th November relating to 
sae Aansenat the proposed increase of the proportion of the 
Diepention of Brazilian import duties payable in gold, the 
Import Duty Board of Trade are now in receipt, through the 
Payable in Gold Foreign Office, of information to the-effect that 
"the proposal has been sanctioned by the Brazil- 
ian Chambers and incorporated in the Budget Law for 1906. The 
proportion of import duty payable in gold has been increased from 
25 to 50 per cent. in the case of articles mentioned in the following 
statement, so long as exchange remains above 15d. The Board 
understand from the “ Brazilian Review ” that only 35 per cent. of 
the duties are to be paid in gold in the case of all other articles ; 
and that the same rate will apply toall articles, whether mentioned 
in the following list or not, if and when exchange falls to 15d. or 
less. These provisions were to come into force on Ist January. 





Articles the umport duties on which are payable 50 per cent. in paper 
and 50 per cent. in gold so mong: as emahange remains above 15d. 












































— Articles. | No. 4 Mdatdies: 
1 | Animals. | 102 | Vegetables and farinaceous pro- 
9 | Hats of the fur of the hare, ducts not specially mentioned. 
otter, beaver or of horsehair. 104 | Garlic. 
11 | Twine and rope of all kinds in || 106 | Potatoes and the like. 
the piece or in made-up articles, || 109 | Onions. 
except haircloth. 115 | Tobacco, manufactured or not. 
23 | Hides and skins, raw, of all 124 | Fermented beverages. 
kinds, 137 | Syrups, not medicinal, of all 
30 | Boots aud shoes. kinds. 
41 | Trunks of any shape. 159 | Ochres. 
52 | Lard, rendered or prepared. 172 | Sienna earth, calcined or in 
60 | Butter and margarine. powder. 
_ 63 | Cheese of all kinds, 178 | Acids. 
69 | Bacon, salted or in brine. £2179) Mineral waters, artificial. 
91 _| Fruits and nuts, preserved. 196 | Balsams, prepared, of all kinds. 
93 | Rice, husked or not. 204 | Medicinal pills, lozenges, &c. 
98 | Beans of all kinds. 227 | Elixirs, liqueurs, and medicinal 
99-| Macearoni, &c., and biscuits. solutions of all kinds. 
Maize. 228 | Emulsions of all kinds. 

























































Jan. 18, 1906. ] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 123 





Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





BRAZIL-—-continued. 





Articles. 











el Articles. kw 
259 | Lysol, creoline, creosol, and the || £a538) Jute piece goods. 
like. 547 | Linen, hemp, jute: cordage. 
279 | Pastilles and pastes, medicinal. || 562 Do. do. clothingmade up. 
280 | Pastilles, compressed or dissolved, || 563 Do. do. kays. 
tabloids of all kinds. 613 | Cardboard. 
326 | Medicinal syrups of all kinds. 620 | Earthenware. 
330 | Wood, rough, sawn, wrought,in || 625 | Cement. 
veneers or other forms. || 641 | Tale. 
437 | Cotton yarns. 642 | Earths. 
465 | Cotton stockings and socks. 703 | Cast-iron, in ingots, pigs, or 
468 | Lace of cotton or of cotton mixed puddled, crude. 
with wool or linen. 732 | Iron and steel : horseshoe nails. 
469 | Cotton wearing apparel, made- | 749 SCTeWS. 
up. 751 ul nails, tacks, pegs, 
470 | Cotton bags, common. rivets, &c. 
472 | Cotton tissues, plain and twilled. || a 755 . dog spikes. and 
473 " » figured, dam- large nails for rails. 
asked, &c.  ~ 757 - manufactures not 
517 | Woollen cloths, cassimeres and specially mentioned. 
cassinettes, mixed or not with 805 | Wagons, carriages, &c., for rail- 
silk, cheviots, American flan- ways. 
nels, serges and diagonals. | 1060 | Matches. 
534 Bagging, sackcloth, &e., of tow. || 

















In addition to the articles enumerated in the foregoing 
statement, 50 per cent. of the import duty is levied in gold in the 
case of some of the articles included under the following tariff 
groups :— 


(24) Hides and skins, prepared and tanned; (53) meat; (123) vegetable 
oils ; (213) chlorides, hydrochlorates, and muriates; (410) straw, esparto, 
coir and other vegetable tibres, raw or prepared ; (474) various cotton tissues ; 
(488) woollen alpacas, muslins, Kc. ; (612) paper. 

A detailed list of the articles affected will be published in the 
‘Board of Trade Journal” as soon as complete information is 
received. 

The following articles, among others, are exempted from this 
increase :— Hams, sausages, and stationery. 


The Budget Law also authorises the Brazilian Government to 

reduce the duty on imported sugar, except 

Sugar Duties. in the case of countries which grant bounties 
on the production or exportation of sugar. 





COLOMBIA. 


On p. 126 will be found particulars of a recently issued Decree 
providing for a tax on mines in Colombia, and 
for an export duty at the rate of one per 
cent. of the declared insurance value on gold, 
platinum and silver. 


Export Duty on 
Gold, Platinum 
and Silver. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT: 


RUSSIA. 

A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
AES Embassy at St. Petersburg, reporting that by 
Abe wihen. wd an Imperial Decree, dated the 28th December, 

Siberian Railway se Mihstan ‘Walk C . 
eieiiieien the Siberian Railway Committee is abolished, 
in view of the provisions of the Manifesto of 
30th October last. Business which has been administered by this 
Committee will in the future be carried out by the Departments 


concerned in the ordinary way. 





SPAIN. 
The ‘‘Gaceta de Madrid” of 10th January contains a Royal 
salah bein Order habilitating the port of Huelva for the 
Habilitation of import and export of alcohol, and for the 


the Port of sathane " 
iacken export of pulped grapes (‘ mistelas ”). 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
H.M. Consul at Chicago (Mr. A. Finn) has forwarded ‘a schedule 
a Te of the changes in railway rates for certain 
me cin sss produce and merchandise between Chicago and 
wa Malaatedl New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore and Boston, 
Atlant s which came into effect on Ist January, 1906. 
= Z a This may be seen at the Commercial Intelli- 
a gence Branch of the Board of ‘Trade, 73, 


Basinghall Street, H.C. 


ARGENTINA. 

The attention of H.M, Consul at Buenos Ayres (Mr. A. C. Ross, 
C.B.) has recently been drawn to the fact that 
rer ery 48 British vessels arriving at that port from ports 
Sern at which there are no Argentine Consuls have 
: been obliged to pay double fees on presenting 
their manifests at the Custom House, on the ground that their 

papers were not in order. 

On going into the matter Mr. Ross finds that by Article 14 of 
Law No. 4,280 of 4th January, 1904, “all vessels proceeding from 
ports at which there is no Argentine Consul should obtain a 
manifest from the Custom House showing at least the number of 
packages included in the cargo, and if the vessel touch at an 
intermediate port where there is an Argentine Consul the Master 
should get his papers duly put in order and legalised even if not 
loading or unloading at that port.” 

The visa of the Customs Authorities at the port of departure is 
indispensable, as without it the Argentine Consular officials refuse 
to legalise manifests. The above applies especially to jute or 
hessian laden vessels from Indian ports. 


eather ne 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


SOUTH AFRICA. 


The “ South African Trade Journal” (Cape Town) remarks on the 
considerable attention which has been devoted 

Petroleum. of late to the possibilities of oil discoveries 
in South Africa. At Inhambane in Natal, 

drilling has been going on for some months, with results which, 
though promising, are indefinite. In the Riversdale district, Cape 
Colony, a company has been investigating petroleum shales with a 
view to their commercial development. In the northern part of 
the Karoo, that is in the Carnarvon and Kenhardt districts of the 
- Cape Colony, investigations have been made by Mr. E. P. 
Rathbone, who reports that it is his strong conviction ‘“ that 
primary oil deposits lying in well defined and comparatively 
narrow oil belts or zones will be found existing under the farms 
reported on, probably extending for a greater distance as to their 
continuous length than has yet been discovered in any other oil 
district of the world. . . . The main oil belt should be 
tapped by boreholes at depths ranging from 1,000 to 2,000 ft., 
should the formation lying beneath the River Dwyka prove non- 
existent or thin. Otherwise proportionately deeper holes may be 
necessary. Possibly boreholes would have to be sunk to 3,000 


or 4,000 ft.” - 


FEDERATED MALAY STATES. 


The following statement, showing the weight of tin and tin ore 

(tin exported in the form of ore having been 

Tin Exports. taken at 70 per cent.* of the gross weight of 

the ore) exported from the Federated Malay 

States during the nine months ended September, 1905, with 

figures for the corresponding period of the preceding year, is taken 
from the “ Selangor Government Gazette ” :— 








January to September, 1904. January to September, 1905. 





| 


State. Tin ex- | Tin ex- 
' ported in | , ported in 
Tin. lions: Seem Total. Tin, tian Gemee Total. 
of Ore. of Ore. 








Pikuls. Pikuls. Pikuls. Pikuls, Pikuls. Pikuls. 
Perak ... eee} 109,599 224,387 333,987 105,979 225,648 |331,627 





Selangor ...| 88,413 | 134,069 | 222,482 86,164 | 130,371 | 216,535 
Negri Sembilan| 36,141 26,072 62,212 35,911 26,886 | 62,797 
Pahang ie 4,182 15,806 19,988 | 4,754 20,461 | 25,215 

















Total ...| 238,335 | 400,334 | 638,669 | 282,808 | 403.366 | 636,174 











NoTe.—1 picul = 1334 lbs. 
* The following note appears in the ‘‘ Gazette,” viz. :—“ The figures for 1904 will 
not agree with those pieviously published. To obtain a true comparison it has 
been necessary to reduce the tin ore to 70 per cent. instead of 68 per cent. of the 


gross weight.” 
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vasnaenene weil and Satinty. 








ROUMANIA.: 


The “Moniteur des Interéts Matériels.” of 22nd December, 
| states that a project of law has been laid 
C before the Roumanian Senate authorising the 
wy eng Government to grant, for a maximum term 

| ; of 50 years, the right to work petroliferous 
districts. in State lands; no concessions will be granted for 
more than 100 hectares of territory known to contain petroleum, 
or more than 1,000 hectares of territory where its existence . 
is uncertain. These concessions will be awarded by the Council 
of Ministers; if several persons apply for the same lot, an 
adjudication will take place. The same concessionnaire may obtain 
three lots of the extent specified above, provided a sum is 
deposited sufficient to cover the preliminary expenses of pros- 
pecting and working, the capital necessary for each lot being 
not less than 2,000,000 frs. (about 80,000/.). No grouping 
or cession of more than three lots will be allowed. The Council 
of Ministers may sub-divide the lots into smaller areas than 
those specified above: in this event, the guarantee is reduced 
to 500,000 frs. for each lot. 

The State reserves the exclusive right of working all means 
of transporting petroleum ; a concessionnaire will, however, be 
entitled to lay pipes between his concession and the nearest 
railway station. 

The State will claim 10 per cent. of the raw production when 
the average daily yield amounts to two truckloads, 12 per cent. 
on a yield of from two to four truckloads, and 14 per cent. on 
larger yields. Moreover, the State will participate in the net 
profits to the extent of one-third when these range between 
10 and 30 per cent., and of one-half when over 30 per cent. 
An annual tax of 20 frs. per hectare will also be levied on all 
concessions, in addition to the usual State taxes levied on 
petroleum workings throughout the country. 





Petroleum 





COLOMBIA: 


In a recent despatch to the Fcreign Office, H.M. Chargé d’Affaires 
at Bogota reports that a recently issued decree 


Ss Dias en (No, 1,113 of 19th September, 1905), establish- 
Gold. Platinum g taxes on gold, sliver, and platinum mines, 
1 Sil and an export tax on those metals, has been 
Meee ne! revoked and substituted by Decree No. 1,328 
of the 16th November, published in the “ Official Gazette.” 
This decree establishes a tax of one dollar (4s.) for the denounc- 
ing of each mine; four dollars (16s.) for the title deeds of conces- 
sion; in the case of vein mines, an annual tax of two dollars (8s.) 
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for each claim or part of a claim (“ pertenencia”), the extent of a 
claim being fixed by law; each alluvial or sediment gold mine, of 
a size fixed by law, pays an annual tax of five dollars (20s.). No 
concession for mining in the beds of navigable rivers will be 
granted, except in the case of special contracts made with the 
Executive, this without prejudice to rights already acquired and 
to works carried on on the banks of rivers for the extraction of 
gold as a popular industry. 

An export tax will be charged on gold, platinum and silver at 
the rate of 1 per cent. of the declared insurance value. The valu- 
ations may also be based on the certificate of assay, or on the 
market value of the metal. 

The above-mentioned decree took effect from the 1st: December, 


1905. 





YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the monthly return 

issued by the Indian Government, showing the 

and. Weaving quantity of cotton yarn spun, and of cotton 

i cl woven goods produced, in each province in 

; British India, and in the Native States, during 

September of each of the years 1903, 1904, and 1905, and in the 
six months, April to September, 1903, 1904, and 19065. 

The following is a summarised statement extracted from the 

above returns, giving particulars for the six months ended 

September, 1903, 1904, and 1905 :— 


Cotton Spinning 




















Six Months ended Septenrber. 
1903. | 1904. 1905. 
BRITISH INDIA, BERAR, AND NATIVE 
STATES. | 
Cotton yarn spun ... od Lbs. | 304,830,207 | 280,220,311. | .350,000,854 
Cotton woven goods produced :— | 
G ; * 55,877,772 | 61,128,613 | 68,620,700 
on **? —Yards| 228,995,368 | 259,286,288 | 288,024,405 
Figured and coloured goods Lbs.;| 11,792,185 | 11,903,839] 14,602,110 
Hosiery eee a. 345,124 343,450 293,210 
Miscellaneous goods 765,256 1,092,621 809,820 
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AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


Fhe prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 

from the inspectors and officers of Excise 

Corn Prices. in the week ended the 13th January, 1906, 
were as follows :— 


Wheat nell are re cos. 2 . Ob 
Barley “ a vale ... 248. 8d. 
Oats oa si a Ge 4 


_ For further particulars see p. 130. 


A statement is published on p. 136, showing the quantities of 


the various descriptions of agricultural produce 


seo prcdes, imported into the United Kingdom during the 
Calvaral *roduce. week ended the 13th January, 1906, as well 


as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1905. 





BRITISH INDIA. 


Reference is made in the Annual Report for the year ending 

March, 1905, on the Experimental Farms in 
Cotton in Sind. the Bombay Presidency, to the operations 

carried out in Sind in respect to the cultivation 
of the Egyptian and American varieties of cotton. At Dhoranaro, 
a small experiment was initiated under what appeared normal 
conditions, with the one exception that the land was perhaps 
a little better than the average. No manure was used, and 
the Egyptian methods of sowing and cultivation were followed. 
Compared with indigenous Sind cotton, the best Egyptian 
kind proved more profitable to the cultivator by about 250 per 
cent. It is probable that one of the Egyptian varieties will be 
found most suitable for the perennial irrigated tracts, while 
possibly one of the American varieties may succeed on some 
at least of the inundation canals. In the case of the American 
cotton only very small areas were cultivated, too small to admit 
of the yield being estimated. 

A further experiment is being undertaken on the Mirpurkha 
farm, and cultivators in other parts of Sind have been supplied 
with Egyptian cotton seed. In all about 1,500 acres have been 
sown with that variety during the current seasons, and if the 
harvest bears any proportion to the results quoted, an important 
development in this direction may be expected. 


With regard to the Bengal Presidency, although cotton as a 
. commercial crop is at present of very small 
Cotton in Bengal. importance there, it is satisfactory to learn, on 
official authority, says ‘‘ Capital ” (Calcutta) that 

steps are being taken to improve the outturn and quality of the 
local varieties in the more important cotton growing districts in 
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—— 


the Province. One direction in which this is being done is by the 
distribution of selected seed free to picked cultivators on their 
agreeing to simply return the same quantity of seed plus 25 per 
cent. when the next crop is harvested. As to the amount of 
seed distribution, 2,380 lbs. were given away in 1904 and 2,234 
lbs. during 1905. The varieties distributed were Egyptian, 
American, Australian (Caravonica) and Indian, the last including 
cotton-seed from Bombay and the Central Provinces and Bengal 
tree cottons. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The ‘ Journal of Commerce ” (Melbourne) publishes the following 


; estimate of the Australian wheat harvest 
Estimated Wheat ie jog5_6-_ 


Harvest for 1905-6. 

















— 1903-04. 1904-05. | 1905-06. 
Bushels, Bushels. Bushels. 
Victoria ai _ sad 28,525,579 21,092,139 21,5438,150* 
New South Wales ... a 27,334,141 16,464,414 17,500,000 
Queensland ... we nha 2,436,799 2,149,663 1,300,000 
South Australia... -_ 13,209,465 12,033,172 14,850,000 
Western Australia ... an 1,876,252 2,005,146 2,095,426* 
Tasmemie 6, ses te 767,398 792,956 750,000 
Total... oe 74,149,634 54,537,491 58,038,576 








* Official estimate. 


Allowing 24,000,000 bushels for the needs of the Commonwealth 
population, at the rate of 6 bushels per head, and 4,000,000 bushels 
for seed purposes, there will, says the “ Journal,” be a surplus of 
over 30,000,000 bushels available for export. 





RUSSIA: 


A despatch has been received from H.M. Embassy at St. Peters- 
; burg, reporting that according to notices which 
Eetimated Sagar pave recently appeared in the “ Official Mes- 
ese oni senger,” the estimated production of sugar in 
1905-6. Russia for the season 1905-6 is 70,000,000 pouds 
(2,527,000,000 Ibs.). 

The amount which was allowed on the market on payment of the 
ordinary excise of 1 rouble 75 copecks per poud (1°22d. per lIb.), 
was originally 50,000,000 pouds (1,805,000,000 Ibs.). The maxi- 
mum price was fixed at 4 roubles 15 copecks per poud (2°91d. per 
lb.), and, as this price was exceeded, a further issue of sugar from 
the factory reserves was authorised, to the amount of 4,000,000 
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Agriculture. 





pouds (144,000,000 Ibs.), making a total amount allowed for 
consumption of 54,000,000 pouds (1, 950,000,000 Ibs.). 

The balance of 16,000,000 pouds (577 000,000 Ibs.) is divided 
between the “ inviolable ” and “free” reserves, which can only be 
put on the market on payment of a double excise of 2°44d. per lb. 

The quantity fixed for home consumption in 1895-6 was 
25,500,000 pouds, so that in the last ten years home consumption 
has doubled, while the maximum price has fallen from 5 roubles 
to 4 roubles 15 copecks per poud (3°d1d. to 2°91d. per lb.). 

The excise duty has remained the same, namely 1°75 roubles per 


poud (1:22d. per lb.). 





MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The following statement shows the quantity and value of fish 
Fishery Statisti landed on the English and Welsh, Scottish, 
ns avi “ges “we and Irish Coasts during the month and twelve 

ae teak months ended 3lst December, 1905, compared 

’ with the corresponding periods of the year 


1904 :— 












































Month of December. Twelve Months ended 3lst December. 
. ace men ak silane oid — = .- a 
sepie | 1905. 1905. = | 1905. | 1904. 
| | 
Quan- | Quan- | | Quan- | ,, | Quan 
tity. Value. | tity. | Value. | tity. | Value. | tity. Value 
England and Wales— cyts. | & | Cuts. £ || Cwts. | £ | Cwts. £ 
Fish, excluding shell | | | | | 
fish ...  . ...| 812,727) 580,779 | 887,549, 521,726 ||11,369,382 7,170,663 |10,975,427| 6,097,520 
Shellfish 0. 0.) — ¢ 25,445 | — | 22,039 || — | 305,033;  — 299,029 
Total Value...| — | 606,224 | — | 63,765 || — |7,475,696| — | 6,396,549 
ied | : | | 
Scotland— | | | 
Fish, excluding shell) | | 
vs exe} 204,249) 119,963 | 306,340 | 108,455 ||7,857,112 2,649,148 |7,946,598 | 2,230,464 
amen OCIS 4,996 | — | 4,311 — | 70,656 — 76,502 
Total Value...) — Ty — |112,766|| — (2,719,804 — | 2,306,966 
Ireland— | | 
Fish, ps shell | 
fish ... 43,269| 18,766 | 64,282| 21,037 || 851,374| 313,913] 925,257] 311,675 
Siclifich 2. od 938, — "629 | SOO]. = 11,959 
Total Value...) — | 19,704; — | 21,666\| — | 328,407; — | 323,63 
| | | 














a. 





Nore.- - All the above figures are subject to correction in the annual returns. 
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UNITED KINGDOM — continued. 
According to a report published in the “ Board of Trade Labour 
29 % 
State of the Gazette of the 16th January, based on 
. 7,787 returns, viz., 3,752 from employers or 
Labour Market in , aad . ‘ 
their associations, 3,516 from trade unions, 444. 
December, 1905. ae 
from local correspondents, and 75 from other 
sources, employment in December showed very little change as 
compared with the previous month. As compared with a year 
ago, employment in nearly all the principal trades showed a con- 
siderable improvement. ‘The building trades, however, showed no 
change. 

In the 270 Trade Unions, with a total membership of 581,630, 
making returns, 28,734 (or 4°9 per cent.) were unemployed at the 
end of December, as compared with 4°7 per cent. at the end of 
the previous month, and 7°6 per cent. at the end of December, 
1904. ‘The slight increase in the percentage unemployed at the 
end of December, as compared with November, is largely due to 
the Christmas holidays. 


* See p. 139 for list of principal contents of the ‘“ Gazette.” 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 11th January, 1906, 
Cotton Statistics, was 167,389 (including 83 bales British West 
Indian and 7 bales British West African), and 
the number imported during the 2 weeks ended the 11th January 
was 318,580 (including 90 bales British West Indian 
and 21 bales British West African). As regards exports, the 
figures are, for the week ended the 11th January, 1906, 6,162 
bales, and for the 2 weéks, 14,916. 
For further details see p. 135. 


A statement showing the number of receiving orders gazetted in 
England and Wales during the month and 
twelve months ending 3lst December, 1905, 


Statistics. will be found on pp. 137-38. 


Bankruptcy 





BELGIUM. 


With reference to the note which appeared on p. 610-of the 
i, ‘‘Board of Trade Journal” for 28th December 
eodener last, the Board of Trade have received, through 
Commercial the Foreign Office, copy of a despatch from His 
Travellers. Majesty’s Minister at Brussels (Sir HE. C. H. 
Phipps, K.C.M.G., C.B.), reporting that the Belgian Govern- 
ment state that the notification which is shortly to be issued 
regarding the remission of the tax hitherto levied on British 
commercial travellers in Belgium will bear a date anterior to the 
1st of January, and consequently the amount paid for any licences 
taken out for the current year will be reimbursed to the persons 
affected. 
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Miscellaneous. 





FRANCE. 

Tne French “ Journal Officiel” of 24th December contains the 
text of a report by the Minister of Agriculture 
relative to the appointment of a permanent 
eet a Commission for the investigation a control 
7 Food anon we of analytical processes employed in the applica- 
. hae - “a a tion of the Law of Ist August, 1905, for the 
" ~ 8 ri ura’ prevention of fraud in the sale of goods, ‘and the 
—_— adulteration of foodstuffs and agricultural pro- 
duce. (See p. 377 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 24th 

August, and p. 183 of the issue of 27th July.) 
The ‘“‘ Journal Officiel” may be seen on application at the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of ‘Trade, 73, Basinghal} 

Street, E.C. 


Prevention of 





FRANCE-—-ALGERIA: 


According to the “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels), the produc- 

Cork Production tion of cork in Algeria in 1905 amounted to 

in 1905 94,275 quintals, which sold for 3,111,000 

francs (12,440/.). These figures show a con- 

siderable improvement over those of the preceding year, owing to 
Government measures for the prevention of forest fires. 





AUSTRIA—HUNGARY. 


According to official statements, quoted in a recent despatch by 
Saat Giiniintton H.M. Consul at Trieste (Mr. J. B. Spence), the 
raise 1 production of beer in Austria from Ist 
September, 1904, to 31st August, 1905, was 
19,098,540 hectolitres, as compared with 19,820,590 hectolitres in 
the previous year. ‘The duty paid to the Government on the same 
amounted to 3,042,603/., as compared with 3,153,102/. Bohemia 
is the principal beer-producing district of Austria. 


Hectolitre = 22 imp. gallons. 


COSTA RICA. 


The United States Consul at San José reports that Costa 
Inalienable Rica has passed a Law declaring the lands 
Lands on all islands on the coast or within the 
wens gulfs and bays of Costa Rica to be inalien- 

able, and prohibiting the denouncement of veins, beds, and 
other natural deposits of minerals in those islands. The 
executive power may, whenever deemed advantageous to national 
interests, grant special concessions for cultivation, exploitation 
of forests, veins, beds, and other mineral deposits situated in the 
islands. The law came into force on 23rd Noverhber last. 
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VENEZUELA, 
The Acting British Consul at Caracas (Mr. G. Haggard) has 


forwarded a copy and translation of a contract, 
published in the “‘ Official Gazette” of Venezuela, 
G by which permission is granted to General Bello. 
eae to extract guano, phosphates, &c., in the Island 
Phosphates, &c. “aby : ae ; 
: of Orchila for the period of 15 years. 

By the terms of this concession the contractor, or his heirs, has 
the right to import free from all duties, such materials as may be 
necessary for the construction of buildings, wharves, and other 
works, as well as the instruments and machinery used in their 
work; but the vessels which bring these must go to La Guayra 
and present their papers to the Custom-house, with a view to the 
examination of their Bills of Lading and the issue to them of the 
proper permit to land their goods at Orchila, after they shall have 
complied with the necessary formalities; the said vessels are only 
to pay those dues which are to be given for an interpreter, and for 
the sanitary officer, when he makes his visit. 


Concession for 
the Extraction of 





ARGENTINA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
Leather. Coff from H.M. Consul at Buenos Ayres (Mr. A. C. 
eather, vonee, Ross, C.B.) samples,* collected during a journey 
ay a , to the northern parts of his consular district, 
and timber in of (1) leather from San Lorenzo, tanned with 
Buenos Ayres Seville bark gathered locally ; (2) coffee from 
SERENE. Los Cafetales, of a kind grown in Bolivia, 
which is sold among the Bolivians in the north of the Republic ; 
and (3) asphalt from Los Garrapatiales. 





COLOMBIA. 
H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Bogota (Mr. 8S. 8. Dickson) has 


forwarded translation of a resolution passed 


bs — by the Colombian Executive, under which 
po eee ig associations, domiciled in the Republic, for the 


purpose of engaging in industrial enterprises 
and of which the members consist of foreigners and Colombians 
are to be regarded as Colombian societies. 





* May be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basiughall Street, H.C. 
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JAPAN. 


Adverting to the notice published on p. 612 of the “ Board of 

Trade Journal” of 28th September last, the 

Salt Monopoly. Board of Trade have received, through the 

Foreign Office, copy of a pamphlet issued by 

the Revenue Bureau of the Japanese Department of Finance 

giving the text in English of the Salt Monopoly Law, and of the 
detailed regulations for its enforcement. 


The above may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, H.C. 


The Japan “ Weekly Mail” (Yokohama) reports the formation of 

a Japanese Beer Trust, the three beer com- 

Beer Trust. panies—the Nippon, the Sapporo, and the 

Osaka—having agreed to unite and form one 

concern. This result is said to have been brought about largely 

by the advice of the Minister of State for Agriculture and Com- 
merce. 


According to the “Shogyo Shimpo,” the manufacture of beer in 
Japan amounted to 95,243 koku in 1904, being 

Beer Trade. 20,000 koku above the figure for 1903, and 
40,000 above that for 1902. This is a marked 

increase, but it is to be observed that in 1901, before the imposi- 
tion of a tax, the production reached 120,000 koku. The average 
for the five years ended 1904 was 105,000 koko approximately, out 
of which quantity the three companies now combining produced 
no less than 90,000 koku. They will, consequently, be a very 
strong union, and the ‘ Shogyo” thinks that the effect of the 
economies resulting from combination will be felt in the field of 
export. In 1902 the value of the beer exported from Japan was 
520,000 yen; in 1904 it rose to 750,000 yen, and for the first ten 
months of 1905 the figure was 1,210,000 yen. This last record is 
abriormal; it may be attributed in large part to the demand 
created by the war. The “Shogyo” is nevertheless persuaded 
that inasmuch as the demand for beer is steadily growing in 
China and Korea, a bright future lies before the Japanese beer 


companies. 
Koku = 39°7 gallons ; yen = 2s. 04d, 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 





Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week and 2 Weeks 


ended 11th January, 1906 :—- 




















Week ended 2 re Week ended —— 
—— llth Jan., 11th J, llth Jan., — 
1906. an., 1906 llth Jan., 
1906. ; 1906, 
IMPORTS, EXPORTS, 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No, 
American 140,427 255,3077 1,858 5,407 
Brazilian de 18,622 26,140 300 300 
East Indian ... 1,791 6,167 1,769 2,560 
Egyptian 6,320 26,983 2,085 6,462 
Miscellaneous 229* 3,983T 150 187 
Total 167,389 318,580 6,162 14,916 




















* Including 83 bales British West Indian and 7 bales British West African. 


+ Including corrected figures. 


t Including 90 bales British West Indian and 21 bales British West African. 





Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 


Excise in the week ended 13th January, 1906, and corresponding weeks of 


the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price, 














Wheat. Barley, Oats. 

& 4d. as ' a... 

Week ended 13th January, 1906 __.... 28 «6 24 «8 18 4 
Corresponding week in— 

1899 ... eae a 27. 0 27 11 ee 

1900 ... 26. 0 25 «68 16 2 

1901 ... 26 11] 25 9 ~~ 6S 

1902 ... ‘ae 27. «68 26 ill 20 O 

1903 ... hive 24 11 24 1 16 10 

1904 ... ; 26 Il 22 6-3 15 9 

1905 ... 30 4 24 6 16 3 




















* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 


and thirty-nine Imperiai pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 
imported intothe United Kingdom in the week ended 13th January, 1906, 
together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 


previous year. 

















Week ended | Correspond- 
—_—— 13th Jan., | ing Week in 
1906, 1905. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves se ii Number. 11,927 10,907 
mom and lambs _ ove - ™ 1,062 8,947 
wine eee eee ece ese ee — = 
Horses ... se on eee - iA 96 234 
Fresh Meat :— 
Beef sal sab eco ye ove ee Cwts. 145,088 93,268 
a eee eee eee ee ee eee bb) i yee 
or ose ove eee eee eee 
Salted or preserved meat :— ” 
Bacon ... sd “ _— - Cwts. 105,325 130,089 
Beef eee eee ace eee ee ”? 3,809 3,568 
— we sa wi on oe - ff = 25,675 
or 1s one ese one é 4,734 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh , : 12,165 9,618 
Meat, preserved otherwise than by salting... we 17,567 13,399 
Dairy produce and substitutes :-— 
Butter ... ie - os Cwts. 81,063 98,289 
Margarine ove = - 21,467 20.877 
Cheese ... a on we ove oe “ 34,670 44,851 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums oe ee . 3 _ 
» cream eee oe = 66 64 
» condensed oe une “ Re 20,005 20,211 . 
»» preserved, other kinds... - , i 19 10 
Eggs ose eae oe o0s | Grt. Hundr. 307,722 324,245 
oe ove eco eee - --| Value £ wey = 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) oe cs Cwts. 3.267 6,485 
Lard ane jae oe oe - ~ 73,291 67,903 
Corn, grain, meal, and flour :— 
Wheat ons ses ove pe ee Cwts. 1,997,200 1,026,000 
Wheat meal and flour - - . 550,400 228,300 
Barley ... ove ene = 2 ~ 321,700 424,000 
Oats ove - oe - ue 186,100 277,900 
— ove ove ee - - 33,370 42,350 
eans eee eee ee e 8,990 32,390 
Py = Indian corn ... - ee 7 1,242'100 783,500 
? _— 
Apples ... see _ ove ove Cwts. 48,380 105,328 
Apricots and peaches... eee eee - 39 5 
Bananas on - see ese eee} Bunches. 83,786 57,939 
Cherries eee eee eee eee ee eee Cwts. aa — 
Currants... eee ese eee Pry) ae 9 — —— 
Gooseberries ... eee eve - ; - — — 
Grapes ... a eve ove - 99 271 223 
semen on ove ; ooo - eee si 7,491 24,946 
—— ove eee om os eee ove - “— 131,492 
ne eee eee eee - ee se 7d 188 
Plums eee eee ese eee Tr) ee cd - — 
Strawberries 0 = ase ave .- 6 me — — 
Unenumerated ... oe — - es 2,371 56 
bea ose oon eve - , - Tons. oe , vn 
eee eee eee ee ee é dh) & 
Moss Litter ase oss ‘ 2,194 1,491 
ops _ pon ane _ _ Cwts. 4,437 1,219 
Locust Beans... eee ove ove = 14,600 19,456 
Vegetables, raw :— ; 
Onions ... oe eve , «| Bushels. 86,293 87,812 
Potatoes ons one , ave “ Cwts. 9,780 25,755 
Tomatoes ose ove ove eve o - 13,803 6,778 
Unenumerated ... sce ove ees | Value £ 7,264 7,731 
Vegetables, dried eee eee cee oe Cwts. 6,166 3,999 
Preserved by canning...  ... cco _— ees . 8,159 3,330 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales. 





Number of Receiving Orders Gazetted in the under-mentioned 
Principal Trades and Occupations during the periods indi- 












































cated. 
December. | ysis Monthe 
1905 1904, | 1905. | 1904. 
No. No. No. No. 
Total gazetted... 362 370 4,787 4,540 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa-| | 
tions :— 
Grocers, &c.... 27 21 317 280 
Builders ote oon ° “a ae | 29 298 313 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &c. | 2 | 22 | 289 | 253 
Farmers oa 2 | 16 212 184 
Greengrocers, fruiterers,&c,  ... ee. od 10 | 9 160 120 
Bakers ove oss coe ee see ei 10 | 10 144 142 
Butchers a S |. £ 140 135 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c. sail i) | 3 124 89 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers he 12 | 15 122 715 
Tailors, &c. ... ‘an 8 | Ill 104 100 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. | 3 | 5 100 110 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. | 12 | 3 86 CO 
Agents, commission and general on 5 | 3 72 50 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers ... ; 6 | 3 68 60 
Auctioneers ... sea in ane - S | 5 59 50 
Travellers, commercial 1 | 7 59 41 
Confectioners a | 3 52 39 
Carpenters and joiners 5 3 49 41 
Tobacconists, &c. ... 5 i 49 41 
Jewellers, watchmakers, silversmiths, &c. 2 4 47 57 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers 4 | 5 45 47 
Engineers and founders,&c. ... os Se | @ 45 46 
Furniture dealers and makers ¢ | 2 43 52 
Clerks, commercial and general... 4 8 42 57 
Provision merchants, &c. ... one eee i 3 2 40 27 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants and 

dealers ... - we 1 2 39 43 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and hauliers ... 2 4 85 50 

Restaurant, coffee and eating-house keepers ... 2 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales—continued. 





Twelve Months 
ended December. 


























| 1905. | 1904. | 1905, | 1904. 
No, No. No, | No, 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- | 

tions—continued: | 
Lodging-house keepers... ove eee 5 3 35 | 26 
Generaldealers.... _ ase ove coe 1 3 34 | 43 
Hairdressers... so eee eect oes | 1 1 St | 24 
Ironmongers we ose ose eee al 4 4 33 | bd 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors eee ove 4 1 82 | 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers ine a 1 5 31 | 838 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. eee ove oe: 2 4 30 | 28 
Directors and promoters of public companies ... ] 2 oo f° SE 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. ove 3 2 2a 
Carriage, &c., builders... oo ees oe — 1 27 2 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c, one eee ee 2 2 27 ~6|~ 80 
Wheelwrights ese one : os 2 2 27 | 19 ° 
Doctors of medicine, physicians, dc, ... ° —_ 2 Ss | # 
Solicitors - | 1 26 | 2 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresges - 4 3 26 | 21 
Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers 3 3 25 | 25 
Saddlers and harness makers .. oe 1 3 24 6|—CO83 
Contractors ne or a 3 4 23 | 28S 
Printers, booksellers, and publishers ... 1 2 22 | 38 
Architects and surveyors ... ss eee ew 2 1 220 | 85 
Gardeners, florists,&c, ... eee eve oe: 1 5 Ss. ae 
Officersin Army ... enn _ oe 4 f 21 25 
Merchants, general —_ ~ oe 1 — 20 | 22 
Stationers ... eee aes sas oe - 1 1 20 | # 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c., dealers... — 2 19 | 20 
Timber merchants ... one se 1 1 19 | 20 
Brokers, stock andshare ... 8... = ss se 4 — 18 | 23 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c, spe ses - 4 2 a ee 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. i: hn “ 2 2 146 6| 46 
Cattle and pig dealers... ove ove oes 3 3 16 | Js 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... .. — 1 15 16 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants we 1 1 12 | 10 
Stone, marble and monumental masons, &c. .. — 2 10 19 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. ... ove of a 9 14 
Millers _ ene set be ove _ -- 6 20 
Fishing smack owners,and masters ... 1 — 6 4 
Cotton spinners and manufacturers .. f/f — — 1 5 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of December, 1905, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 1s. 1d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“‘ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1904, in two 
volumes, may be purchased at a cost of 7s. 7d. for the first 
and 4s. 3d. for the second volume, at any of the addresses 
enumerated above. This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1900-1904, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country) in the first volume, and in the second 
volume details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, 
transhipments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade 
of the United Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The “ Board of 'l'rade Labour Gazette” is published by the Board 
of Trade about the 16thof each month. The following are among 
the more important articles which appear in the January issue :-— 
State of the Labour Market in December; Employment in 
1905; Changes in Wages and Hours in 1905; Relief of the 
Unemployed ; Co-operation in 1904; and Wages and Hours of 
Labour in Hungary. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
Weights and Measures Report. 317. Price 24d. 


This is a report by the Board of Trade on their proceedings and 
business under the Weights and Measures Acts, since the date of 
the preceding report, namely, 11th August, 1904. 


Naval Expenditure and Mercantile Marine. (Great Britain, &c., 
299. Price 1d. 


This is an annual return issued by the Commercial, Labour and 
Statistical Department of the Board of Trade, which contains 
statistics of the sea-borne trade, the shipping revenue and naval 
expenditure of the United Kingdom, British India, the British 
Self-governing Colonies and the principal Foreign Countries. The 
figures given relate as far as possible to the year 1904 ; in cases 
where statistics for that year are not available, the figures for the 
latest year for which particulars have been published are given. 
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Ist January, 1905, may be obtained from Messrs. 


Government Publications. 





LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


THE following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual ae Miscellaneous Series since 


Fetter Lane, E.C. 
The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


Wyman & Sons, 

















No. Place. Price|| No. Place. Price 
EUROPE— 3389 | Pondicherry & Karikal ,, | 1d. 
ng: repetiagas, F 3498 | Réunion i » | $4. 
$399 | Austria-Hungary ..1904) 13d.|| 3493 | Society Islands : ld, 
3486 | Bohemia an , | ld. || 638 | Chemical, Metal and other 
3343 | Finances and General Industries of Lyons | 3d. 
Economic Conditions | 
1900-04; 63d. German Empire: 
3417 | Fiume ... ...1904) 1d. || 3402 | Baden ... 1904! 3d, 
3328 | Trieste ... sa eve yy | 1$d.|| 3342 | Chemnitz and Saxony ,, | ld. 
3451 | Dantzig vee io oo 1 
Belgium : | 3333 | Germany oe ac go 1 
3327 | Antwerp—Shipping ...1904) 7}d.|| 3445 - sia a Lan 
3325 | Belpium—Finances 1904-05) 1d. || 3390 ” (Supplemen- 
3501 ” Trade .. 1904) 3d. tary) ... 2hd. 
634 | Diamond Industry of 3506 | Germany, First half of 1905 3d. 
Antwerp ... 2d. || 3456 | Germany (Finances) ... 2d. 
640 | Scheme for the Extension o of | 3519 | German Colonies 1903-04 3d. 
the Port of Antwerp .| 7d. || 3393 | Hamburg ---1904) 4d. 
| 3358 | Pomerania ian os 1 Oe 
Bulgaria: 3485 | Prussia (Finances) ...1905) 1d. 
3395 | Bulgaria ---1904| 1d. || 3511 | Wiirtemberg -..1904; 1d. 
624 | Memorandum on German 
Denmark : Cement , ae ---| $4. 
3324 | Denmark eae 630 | Technical Instruction in 
tary) . 1902) 3d. || Germany : Supplementary 
3392 Denmark 1904) 33d.) and Miscellaneous 4d. 
3404 | Faroe [slands ... oes 35 | 24. || 636 | German Sea Fishing In- 
3350 | Iceland... 1901-03) 1d. || dustry and Trade oo| Lhd. 
| 642 |German paper industry and 
France and Colonies: | export trade ld, 
3479 | Algeria... 1903-04! 2d. || 
3381 | Bordeaux ...1904| 3d. || Greece: 
3330 | Brest... one ees 5, | 1$d.|| 3367 | Cyclades 1904; 1d, 
3346 | Calais ... ‘aie es 5, | 24d.|| 3516 | Greece: Finances’ ...1905| 2d. 
3440 | Cherbourg ... «+ yy | 14d.| 3474 | Ionian Islands... _,..1904/ 2d. 
3378 | Cochin-China ... .e» 9, | L$d.|\| 3369 | Morea, Atolia and 
3462°| Corsica ... sie ss ae oe Acarnania ... “mw it 
3413 | Dunkirk _ ws» yy | 14d.\| 3370 | Piraeus... me oe ‘eo 1 
3510 | France... 1904 and First 3361 | Thessaly ooo yy | Ld. 
8 months of 1905) 13d. 
3473 | French Budget .--1905} 2d. Italy : 
3368 | Havre ... ..1904) 33d.|| 3438 | Ancona... ..-1904) 3d. 
3513 | Ivory Coast... ‘. lid. 3427 | Brindisi and Province 
3409 | Lyons, St. Etienne and of Lecce ose one 9 EE 
Grenoble... ees yy | 1d. |} 3416 | Central Italy ... —_ #1 oe 
3509 | Madagascar ... eee 9h | $0. || 3446 | Genoa ... _ me 4 
3482 | Marseilles... wee 9) | 2d. || 3320 | Italy .»-1903) 14d. 
3466 | Martinique... «+» 9 | 1d. || 3338 | Italy—Finances --- 1904) 13d. 
3336 | Nantes ... pie eee 5, | 1d. || 3487 | Leghorn ~~ 2 1 
3431 | New Caledonia 1903-04| 14d.|| 3454 | Lombardy ose 99 | OB 
3383 | Nice... nes ---1904] $d. || 3396 | Sicily ... eee oo gs. | OH 
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Government Publications. 
No | Place Price! No. Place. Price 
OS ae ae ve a ec Ss 
3323 ‘South Italy ... 1904! id. | Sweden: 
3496 | South Italy (Supple- || 3450 'Gothenburg ... .-.1904; 24d. 
| mentary) »» 5, | 2d. || 3412 | Stockholm and Eastern 
3340 | Venice . . 1908-04) 13d.| Coast ... ons on | ae 
632 | Silk Trade and Yield Ad | | 
| Cocoons in 1904 ... Ld. | | Switzerland : 
633 | Mineral Wealth of the| || 3520 | Trade in 1904 and the new 
| Provinces of Siena and | Swiss Customs Tariff 244. 
Grosseto .| Ld. || 
Turkey: 
3363 | Aleppo and Adana _...1904) 14d. 
(Netherlands and Colonies: 3477 | Baghdad . con a 1) 
3331 | Amsterdam ... 1904} 1d. || 3459 | Beirut and Coast of 
3428 | Curacoa 1902-04/ 2d. Syria ... se i ip 1 oe 
3463 | Dutch Guiana... ...1904| 1d. || 3382 | Bussorah . 1a 
3403 | Java «- 5 | 2d. || 3357 | Constantinople — 2d. 
3391 | Rotterdam » | 1d.|| 3494 | Crete - » | $¢. 
3437 | Damascus — sf 
| 3442 | Erzeroum ... 1904) ld. 
Norway: | 3483 | Hedjaz, The ... 1900-04) 13d. 
3425 | Norway... .--1904| 4d. || 3497 | Hodeida & Camaran 1902-04 lid. 
410 Palestine 1900-04 Vid. 
vin eg and Colonies: 3430 | Salonica nk 
3478 | Angola .. ° 1904) 4d. | 3467 Smyrna... ~-. | ae 
3536 | Azores ... , 1897-1904 4d. || 3859 | Trebizond ae: | 
3422 | Beira .--1904| 13d.|| 3488 | Tripoli ... 1903-04) 14d. 
3518 |Goa.... 1904-05] 1d. || 
3495 | Chinde ... , es hl AFRICA— 
3439 | Lourenco Masyess , | 24d.|| 3897 | Alexandria... ...1904! 14d. 
3475 | Madeira » | 1d. || 3443 | Dar-al-Baida ... coe 99 | 28 
3418 || North Portugal | », | ld. || 3375 | Pemba ... ee 
| 3448 | Port Said and Suez ... » | 1éd. 
| 3321 | Somaliland Protec- 
Roumania: | torate... 1903-04) 3d. 
3432 | Roumania ..-1904) 23d.|| 3322 | Tangier and District 1902) 13d. 
| 3426 7 * 1904} 13d, 
Russia: | 3492 | Tunis an 
3366 | Batoum ...1904} 13d.|| 3517 | Zanzibar os a 
3476 | Finland — 1d. l 
3441 | Moscow.. oop | 2a AMERICA, NORTH— 
3480 | Odessa ... - » | 3d. United States of America: 
3351 | Poland and Lithuania ,, | 3d. || 3326 | Baltimore 1904) lid. 
3481 | Riga i wes 95 | 2d. || 3489 | Boston ... ose ...1904) 3d. 
3447 Rostov-on-Don eee gy | 24. || 3433 | California, Nevada, 
3424 | St. Petersburg... wa a Te Utah and Arizona ... ,, | 234. 
3514 Trans-Caucasus, Agri- 3349 | Chicago... ove ono gp | OMe 
culture oa .-1905) 3d. || 3365 | Hawaii... 19U3-04/ 1d. 
628 | Cultivation of Tea in the 3401 | New Orleans .. 1904) 3d. 
Caucasus ... tion ., $a. || 3353 | New York oe 24d. 
|| 3419 | Oregon, Washington and 
Idaho . one ..1904| 23d. 
Servia: 3398 Philadelphia ‘ o gp | 284. 
3329 | Servia ... ...1903} 13d.|| 3512 | Philippine Islands so | = 
| 8379 | Porto Rico - « | aie 
Spain: 3472 | Savannah — od. 
3460 | Barcelona .-.1904 23d, 3348 | Texas ... on 2d. 
3352 | Bilbao ... “ae wee 59 | 2$d.\| 625 | Rice Industry ‘inthe United 
3414 | Cadiz ... - » | 24. States me 2d. 
3470 | Canary Islands ~ 9 | 2d. || 626 | Iron and Steel Exhibits at 
3411 | Galicia, The Asturias the St. Louis Eahibition ...| 2id. 
and Leon... wee yy | 1$d.|| 627 | United States Railways ...| 24d. 
3458 | Malaga... ons wee +> | 3d, || 631 | Coal Industry ofthe United 
States, 1903 ove vee) Sh. 
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No. Place. Price|| No. Place, Price 
i| 
Mexico: | 
3332 | Mexico... .--1903} 23d. ASIA— 
$3429 | », am 1904) 6d. China: 
3503 | Vera Cruz sh eee 5, | 29¢d.|| 3468 | Amoy ia ...1904| 1d. 
|| 3844 | Canton... is 1 ee 
AMERICA, neamac = || 3373 | Chinkiang ~~ 2 oe 
3444 | Costa Rica .1904|} 1d. || 3435 | Foochow » | oe 
3469 | Guatemala... » | 1$d.|| 3386 | Hankow »» | Lid. 
3334 | Honduras: Trade and | 3471 | Ichang .. » | Ud. 
| Agriculture ... 1903-04) 1d. | 3452 Kiukiang 1» | Lad. 
3371 | Truxillo (Honduras) ...1904| 3d. || 3372 | Kiungchow it 
3337 | Nicaragua’ ...1903 & 1904/ 2d. || 3354 | Newchwang » | Lad. 
| 3505 | Ningpo... a ld. 
AMERICA, SOUTH— '| 3421 | Pakhoi... a 1 ae. 
Argentina: || 3455 | Swatow... » | 1d. 
31434 | Argentina—Finances and | 3335 | Teng Yueh » | 3a. 
Trade, 1904 & eee of 1905) 14d.|| 3449 | Wuchow s | Ljd. 
3347 Buenos Ayres .. 1904 13d. 3364 | Wuhu ... ee 95 1d. 
3362 | Rosario.. as ld. || 629 | Cotton Milis of China ’...| 9d. 
639 Quebracho and Cotton "in || 641 | Land Tazxation in_ the 
the Argentine Chaco 1d. | Province of Honan ...| Ld. 
Bolivia: | | 
3388 | Bolivia... .001904| 23d.|| Japan: | 
|| 3341 | Hakodate 1904, 14d. 
Brazil: | 3377 | Japan ... - op | eee 
3436 | Parad ...  ..«  1903-04| 1d. || 8387 | Kobe and Osaka » | Sd. 
3453 | Porto Alegre ... ...1904| 13d.| 3457 | Nagasaki i | Bd. 
3521 | Santos ... 1902-04| 2d. | 3405 North Formosa » | Lad. 
| 3490 | Tainan . » | Lda. 
Chile: '| 3502 Yokohama 2 | 13d. 
3465 | Chile evel 904! Bd. || 635 | Japanese paper- -making -oi| 2d. 
3345 | Coquimbo ee ES » teaculture  ...| Id. 
| | 
| Colombia: | 
$423 | Barranquilla ... 1904) 4d. | Korea: | 
3339 | Santa Marta — Trade 3407 | Korea... a . 1904) lad. 
| and Agriculture ... , | $d. | 
| Muskat: 
Guatemala: | | 3415 | Muskat . 1904-5, 1d, 
3400 | Quezaltenango... ...1904! 3d. || | 
| Persia: | 
Peru: | 3360 | Arabistan ..1904| 1d. 
3355 | Iquitos ... 1904| 4d. || 3507 | Azerbaijan 1904-05) 1d. 
3491 | Peru » | 13d.|| 3374 | Kerman 1904-05) 1d. 
| 3420 | Kermanshah 1904-05) 14d. 
Uruguay: | 3376 | Khorassan 1903-04) 2d. 
3461 | Cruguay (Supplemen- | 3499 * ... 1904-05) 23d, 
tary) . .-1903) 3d. || 3408 | Persian Gulf ... ...1904) 43d, 
3515 Uruguay Trade and | 3500 | Sistanand Kain 1904-05) ld. 
Finances ..1904: 1d. 
Venezuela: Siam: 
3384 | Caracas... --.1904} Id. || 3504 | Bangkok 1904; 13d. 
3394 | Ciudad Bolivar we 55 | $d. || 3464 | Chiengmai ase 
WEST INDIES— PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
3484 | Cuba ... eee ...1904) 1d. || 3406 | Friendly Islands 1902-04) ld. 
3385 | Hayti and Santo | 3380 | Samoa ... ---1904) 1d. 
Domingo 1d. || 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 





The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. 

On application being made to it either personally or by letter, 
the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, information with regard 
to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; Matters 
relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations ; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of. business in 
different localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender. 
Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of 
Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning Commercial 
Travellers, &c., &c. There is a Sample Room at the offices of the 
Branch, where, in addition to samples illustrative of reports of 
H.M. Consuls or of the Correspondents or Special Commissioners 
of the Board of Trade, specimens of special interest that may be 
received from the Imperial Institute, India, or the Colonies, &c., 
are exhibited from time to time. 

The “‘ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The “ Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 1d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in 
Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from 
Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 
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SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL 
TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES. 





India.—The India Trade Enquiry Office at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., has been established for the purpose of supplying 
the general public withall available information as to the commercial 
products, manufactures and trades of British India. 

The office is under the superintendence of an India Office official, 
who is in daily attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. 

The current publications of the Government of India dealing 
with Indian Trade statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic 
products, &c., are kept in the office, and can be consulted free: the 
various Indian Directories are also filed. 


Canada.—The Canadian Government have secured premises at 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where an office has been 
opened under the designation of ‘Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch,” for the convenience of the commercial commu- 
nity. 

In due course it is intended to equip and maintain a display 
room, illustrating the products, resources and manufactures of the 
Dominion. In the meantime, a Canadian representative attends 
daily to deal with enquiries and applications in connection with 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 


Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have opened offices at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., for the 
purpose of a Commercial Agency for that Colony, which will be 
under the direction of the Agent-General for the Cape of Good 


Hope. 
Mr. Lewis Atkinson, who has been appointed Commercial 


Agent, attends daily to deal with enquiries on all Commercial and 
Trade matters connected with Cape Colony. 


Queensland.—F or the convenience of the commercial community 
in the City of London, the Agent-General for Queensland has 
opened a branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 
where a representative attends daily to give information to 
enquirers regarding trade, mining, and all other matters in con- 


nection with Queensland. 
A Reading Room will also be provided in which maps, 


directories, statutes, Government reports, and other publications 
of the State can be seen. 


March, 1905. 








